


Travel is a life-long journey, a road to yourself  
inside you and you in the endless whirligig of  

events and unforgettable adventures. Every new 
journey turns a new page in the book of  life, bringing 
something memorable by enriching it with colorful 
impressions. 
With every new journey we, our vision of  world and 
feelings change. We obtain a unique opportunity to 
embrace history, became a citizen of  some country 
and take a dip into fathomless depths of  the tastes. 
Since 2011  «OK Tours» company assisted thousands 

colors into the leisure of  our clients, broadened their 
concept of  the world and traveling itself. With the 
aid of  our agency, remote destinations of  the world 
became closer.
Along with international tourism, our agency is 
actively engaged in the representation of  our country 
on the world tourism market by opening Azerbaijan 
as a new competitive destination in the tourism.  
We aim at making traveling easy-of  -access, 

has become a reliable agent in the organization of  
your trips, saving your time and money and by this 

travel. 
Our company participated in the organization 
of  such state projects as the European Games 
«Baku 2015», the International Festival «World of  
Mugham» and the 90th anniversary of  the great 
cellist and conductor Mstislav Rostropovich, 
organizing all the guests of  the country the best 
conditions during their stay in Baku.

right in the heart of  the city. Our staff  members with 

high quality support at any stage of  planning and 
organization of  your trip, as well throughout the 
trip itself. 
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• 
• 
• Mountain ski resorts
• 
• Round trips
• Youth and children recreation
• Study trips
• Business trips: conferences, workshops, seminar 

and others
• Wedding tours and ceremonies
• Flight and railway ticket bookings
• Car rental and transportation services
• Visa support and others
                                                                                                                               
Each tour is worked out deliberately to satisfy needs 
of  the tourists. Whether that be and individual 
trip our group trip, momentous impression are 
guaranteed!
Like Mark Twain said once: “Twenty years from 
now you will be more disappointed by the things 
you didn’t do than by the ones you did do. So throw 
off  the bowlines, sail away from the safe harbor. 

«OK Tours» – easy way to get away!

Azerbaijan is a country of  fabulous combination of  

of  natural beauty and rich cultural heritage are 
elaborately interlacedhere. Key geographic feature 
of  the country is the fact that from all eleven 

mountains, mirror-like lakes, crystal springs, natural 
sources and green forests are an ideal background for 

comfortable conditions for pleasant travel. Abundant 
fauna of  the country generous with various kinds of  
wild animals and game birds launched a new type of  
tourism in the country – hunting. 
Comparatively new destination for travelling, 
Azerbaijan magnetizes with its novelty and unbeaten 
track. Ancient artefacts and monuments like rock 
engravings, multiple old towers and fortresses spread 
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around the country, matchless carpets, works of  art, 
literature and sculpture, being a monumental heritage 

halls will satisfy needs of  daintiest art connoisseur, 
as well as a great number of  leisure venues, cafes 

lovers of  active holidays. Trues gourmands will duly 
appreciate surpassing and stand-alone Azeri cuisine 
presented in all its beauty at local restaurants.
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•
Republic of  Azerbaijan

•

•

•

Coat-of-Arms of  the Republic of  Azerbaijan consists of  an 
oriental shield placed on the arc of  oak branches and ears. The 
shield is covered by the three colours of  the National Flag, 
serving as a background for the eight-point star. The middle 

Coat-of-Arms of  the Republic of  Azerbaijan are as follows: 

yellow. The shield’s and the star’s frame as well as the rivets are 
golden. The State Flag of  the Republic of  Azerbaijan consists 
of  three horizontal stripes even width whereby the upper is 
blue, the medium is red, and the lower one is green. On both 
sides of  the Flag in the middle of  the red stripe there is a wide 
Crescent and an eight-point star. The Crescent consists of  two 
parts of  eccentric circumferences. The eight-point star is to 
the right of  the Crescent.    
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National emblem
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Baku

T 86600 sq.km

 

Baku, Nakhchivan, Ganja,
  Sheki, Sumgayit, Mingechevir.

 Azeri.

10 319 000 

Azerbaijanis -91,6%,  
  Russian -1,3%, Armenians - 1,3%, others - 
  5,8%.

112

A
 10,2

99,7%

72,4 years

 

10 319 000

 

 5,8%. 

 112 

10,2 

 99,7
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Administrative division: 1 autonomous republic, 63 districts, 
78 cities, 13 city districts, 261 urban type settlements, 4248 
villages.
The Republic of  Azerbaijan includes the Nakhchivan 

and Government. 
In accordance with the Constitution adopted at the nation-
wide referendum on the 12th of  November 1995, Azerbaijan 
is a presidential republic.

the people of  Azerbaijan and provides succession of  the 
Azerbaijani state system, is the guarantor of  independence 
and territorial integrity of  the Azerbaijani State, as well as of  
the observance of  international agreements and treaties that 
the Republic of  Azerbaijan concluded or joined to. 

Commander-in-Chief  of  armed forces. The constitutional 
amendments approved at the referendum introduced the 

president. 

Milli Majlis – is the supreme legislative body of  the Republic. 
It consists of  one chamber (125 deputies) and is elected 

constituencies. 
Every citizen of  the country, who achieved the age of  18, has 
the right to vote.

considered to be the supreme judicial body in the Republic.
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Azerbaijan possesses 
important potential for 
development of  different 
kinds of  tourism. One of  
the most developed and 
the prioritiest kinds of  
this are cultural tourism. 
There are enough cultural 
sights, more than 6 000 
culture monuments in 
Azerbaijan.
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The country of  golden sandy 
beaches, full mystery and inscrutability 
petroglyph of  Gobustan, and museum in the 
open-air. There are many antique mosques, 
fortresses and castles in Absheron. Baku is 
the most beautiful city of  the Caucasus, the 
big cultural centre; there are many museums, 
theatres, art galleries, palaces of  culture, etc.      

                
                The north-eastern area of  Azerbaijan 

beautiful places of  country: mountains and 
woods, falls and lakes. The highest Bazarduzu 
Mountain and Shahdag Mountain, hot 
medicinal sulphurous springs, a great number 

area. Monuments of  ancient culture and the 
civilization. Nabran is on the coast of  the 
Caspian Sea with a large forestlands reaching 
much kilometers with set of  camp sites, the 
centers of  rest and hotels. 
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              Shirvan, a historical place of  Azerbai-
jan, is located in the northwest of  Baku. One 
of  the most powerful states of  Azerbaijan – 
Shirvanshahs state with the capital in the city 

and played an enormous role in the history 
of  medieval Azerbaijan. 
Shirvan is one of  the centres of  Azeri 
carpet weaving. Rugs from Shirvan area 
are characterized by decorative elements in 
dense arrangements.
                

                  The north-eastern area of  Azerbaijan 

beautiful places of  country: mountains and 
woods, falls and lakes. The amazing landscape 
of  mountain ranges of  Sheki-Zagatala region 
causes interest not only beauty of  the nature, 
but also the monuments of  centuries-old 
history meeting everywhere, convincingly 
proving requirements passing from father to 
son and aspiration of  people to creation and 
preservation of  imperishable values.

       The historical western area of  
Azerbaijan, called as Ganjabasar, includes 
well-known ancient city Ganja, bordering 
districts and the young city Mingechevir. The 
nature there is wonderful: mountain woods 
and the Alpine meadows, the most beautiful 
lakes of  Caucasus. National park of  Goygol 

in 1925 with a view of  to protect and study 
the ecosystem of  middleminning wood and 
partial subalpine belts of  the Small Caucasus, 
and also mountain lakes, the Goygol and the 
Maralgol the Zaligol and etc. The area of  
the reserve borrows woods and mountain 
meadows.The Goy-gol Lake is situated in 
the south from Ganja, on northern slopes of  
Murovdag, at height of  1566 meters, and it is 
considered a pearl of  Azerbaijan lakes.
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south-eastern part of  the country, stretches 
from the Talish Mountains up to the Caspian 
Sea an is bordering to Iran. This is the area 
of  subtropics.. That area is famous for its 
long living men, generous hospitality of  local 
population being abundant with cultural and 
historical traditions, original cookery, and 
products made of  traditional crafts. Not only 
inhabitants of  the Republic, but guests of  the 
country, travellers, once visiting these places, 
receive a mass of  indelible impressions.

This mountainous region including 
7 areas of  the Nakhchivan Autonomous 
Republic. There are many historical 
monuments, wonderful mineral springs, 
plenty of  deciduous trees. Ruins of  ancient 
cities, a haven legendary Noah, the natural 
monuments, working wonders, unique 
creations of  the great architects, the 
mausoleums, ancient mosques, caravanserais 

biological variety. And the capital of  the 
republic, the city of  Nakhchivann is one of  
the most ancient cities at the East.

GARABAG
         Garabag is a heart of  Azerbaijan, 
the ground which gave the country a lot of  
talented people. It is not only the unique 
nature, the landscapes which were put into 
the List of  nature sanctuaries of  the country; 

poets, writers, musicians and khanandas. 
Garabag is a  cradle of  Azerbaijan music. 
The nature and resources of  this ancient 

the fact that Garabaq is under Armenian 
occupation, tourists are not recommended 
to enter the territory of  Garabag.



• AMIRAJAN 
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Band industrial center of  the Republic of  Azerbaijan. 
Baku is not only a large transport nodal point, where local 
and international highways are concentrated, but also a 
main seaport in the Caspian Sea. Baku is connected with 
many cities around the world due to the airlines. Baku has 
railway communications with Georgia, Iran and Russia. 
Baku is situated in the center of  intersection of  migratory 
and commercial ways, on the junction of  Europe and Asia, 
between West and East, which is considered to be «Gates to 
the Ancient East».
Baku is a focal point of  the international transport corridor 
(Europe-Caucasus-Asia) TRACECA, within the frames of  
which Azerbaijan participates in the revival of  the historical 

location it is a historically important center of  the Great Silk 
Way.

connection of  the name of  Baku with “the mountain of  the 

-
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• The population: 2,3 mln. people 
• Territory: 2150 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 12
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located on the eastern ridge of  the 
Caucasian Mountains, where the 

in Icheri Sheher, the ancient rock 
drawings in Bayilov testify to the 
ancient settlements of  the epoch of  
Bronze and the antique period on 
the territory of  the city of  Baku. 
The city, located on the shore of  the 
Caspian Sea, was also mentioned in 
the works of  the Greek geographer 

Gaytara, Gatara, Bakura, Albana). 
Among the testimonies connected 
with the antiquity of  the land are the 
sites of  the primitive men and the 
rock drawings (12 thousands years 

the rock recording left by August 
Gay Octavia, narrating about 
military camps, destroyed by the 

near Baku (40 km southwards) in 
the 1st century B.C. in order to 
occupy Transcaucasia. Taking into 
consideration these dates, we can 
conclude that Baku is more that 5,5 
thousand years. The today’s name of  
the city Baku - Baki corresponds to 
the ancient version, although it has 
passed a long and  hard way, being 

of  the folk etymology from the 
toponym of  Bagavan (the Sun, the 

God), Baguan, Bakukh, Bakuya, 
Badekuba (the city of  winds), Baka, 
Badku, Baki and Baku. The Coat 

on the ridge of  the blue sea waves. 

of  worshipping of  the ancestors 
– Azerbaijanis and symbolize 
Azerbaijan as the «Land of  Fire». 
There is a legend that Zoroaster was 
from the eastern part of  Caucasus 
and the sentences of  his Avesta cast 

today near the village of  Mamedlli, 
in the desert steppe, from the rock 

fire  tips,  burning  since the times
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to its antiquity, to the number of  
population and the area of  the 
territory, Baku is one of  the oldest 
biggest cities of  the East. The 
written information about earlier 
period of  the city of  Baku has 
been preserved with the Arabic and 

of  the 9th, 10th and 11th centuries. 
They all remembered the name 
of  Baku in connection with the 
fountains of  oil and gas, thermal 
mineral quells, mud volcanoes and 
the Absheron peninsular, absorbed 
with oil. Since the 2nd World War 
Baku was possessed by the Shirvans 
and became one of  the main cities 
of  Shirvan. The population was 

gardening and oil production. In 
1191 the capital was moved from 
Shamakhi to Baku. The end of  the 
12th century and the beginning of  
the 13th century was the period of  
feudal development of  Baku. The 
Shirvanshahs reinforced the city 
with the fortifying constructions. All 
over Absheron the fortresses were 
constructed. Maiden Tower was 
included in the defensive system of  
the city. 
In the 13th century the occupation 
and the destruction of  the city 
damaged the economy of  the city, 
temporarily suspended the oil 
production in Baku and Absheron 
peninsular. In the epoch of  the 
early Middle Ages the economy of  
Baku was based on oil production, 
salt as well as cultivation of  crocus 

eastern countries via caravan roads 
and sea routes was the main factor 
of  the development of  the feudal 

conquerors to Baku and that was 
the reason why Baku became an 
arena of  cruel invasions. In 1540 the 
troops of  the Sefevid seized Baku. 
In the 80s of  the 16th century Baku 
was conquered by Turkey. In 1604 
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the fortress of  Baku was destroyed 
by the armies of  the Shah Abbas. In 

In 1735 the Russians left the city. In 
1747 Baku became the center of  the 
Baku Khanate. But in 1806 during 

of  1804-1813 Baku became a part 
of  the Russian Empire. In 1918 the 

was proclaimed in Baku. In 1920 
the soviet power was established in 
Baku, so Baku became the capital 
of  the Republic. In 1922 Azerbaijan 
became a part of  the USSR. Since 
1991 Azerbaijan has become an 
independent state with the capital 
of  Baku. Baku is situated on the 
Absheron peninsular. 
That’s why it has the climate of  
subtropics with hot sunny summer 
and short mild winter. Being located 
on the same latitude with Greece and 
Italy, Absheron is distinguished with 
high average annual temperature and 
lesser precipitation. According to the 
number of  serene days Absheson is 

The average annual temperature 
in Baku and the terrestrial globe 
coincides up to the decimals (14,2ºC). 
The average temperature in July is 

The Caspian Sea on this latitude 
doesn’t freeze, that’s why the seaport 
works all year long. It is characterized 
with the strong northern winds 

Baku is often called the city of  
winds. Absheron is a steppe, but it is 
surrounded with the settlements of  
country houses, health resorts and 
is washed by the turquoise waves 
of  the Caspian Sea with picturesque 
beaches. The abundance of  the Sun, 
the medical quartz sand and the 
sea with the content of  iodine and 
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fruits and vegetables Absheron have 
become one of  the most popular 
rest zones. All green plantations 
of  Baku are the results of  the art 
and labour of  people as well as the 
results of  irrigation. The Absheron 
national park has the area of  783 ha. 
The climate on the territory of  the 
park is semi-desert and mild-warm 
climate of  dry steppes. 

salinity of  the territory and water 

sand plants, marsh-cane meadows, 
saline lands. There are jackals, deer, 

waters of  the Caspian Sea, from birds 
– silvery sea-gulls, swans, grey, red-
headed and black ducks, bald-coots, 
sandpipers and other migrant birds. 
The animals and birds, inhabiting in 
the national parks of  Shirvan and 
Absheron are registered in the “Red 

establishment of  the national park 
of  Absheron was to protect and to 

and objects, especially Caspian seals, 
deer as well as water-marsh birds. 
There are a lot of  mud volcanoes 
in the outskirts of  the city (Keyraki, 
Lokbatan, Guzdek Gobu, Bozdagi, 

Akhtarmasi, Otman Bozdagi, gis 

them in the area of  water of  the 
Caspian Sea, on the numerous islands. 
There are also salt lakes (Masasir, 
Gala, Boyuk Shor, Khojasan) and 
mineral quells (Shikh, Surakhani) 
here. The city of  Baku is organically 
connected with many settlements 
scattered all over the whole Absheron 
peninsula. The population of  these 
villages, which is about 40 in number, 
is tightly involved in the economic 
life of  Baku. Nevertheless, in the 
course of  time, native inhabitants 
of  all Absheron villages continue 
to consider themselves as Baku 
inhabitants.
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The «Baku Acropolis», «Old Town», «Inner Town» – these are 
the names for this unique historical ensemble located right in 
the center of  Baku. «Icheri Shekher» is the heart of  the city. It 
was the place, on the hill by the very sea, where ancient Baku 
was originated.
Icheri Shekher is the oldest living quarter in Baku. It was 
declared a historical and cultural reserve in 1977, and was 

Sometimes, Icheri Shekher is referred as a fortress, because 
its area of  221 km2 is fully surrounded with a well-preserved 
vallum. The territory of  Icheri Shekher was inhabited with 

centuries it had been completely populated.
Behind the dilapidated fortress’ walls there survived numerous 

a shrine, divankhane, and mosque, as well as «Gyz Galasy» 
(the Maiden Tower), mosques and minarets, the ruins of  
caravanserais and bathhouses. The buildings of  the old 

anciently, the buildings were erected «wall-to-wall» there. 

separated by «strings» of  narrow streets, alleyways and tight 

-

-
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Shirvanshakhs moved their capital 
from Shemakha to Baku, Icheri 
Shekher proceeded with a large-scale 
construction. It was the period when 

the fortress was built.
It should be noted that Baku of  the 

outside Icheri Shekher. There located 
rulers’ palaces and living quarters. 
From 1747 to 1806 it was the capital 
of  the Baku khanate. It was not until 
the start of  the oil boom, when the 

outside Icheri Shekher.
The vallum itself  is of  great 
interest. Once, there were two of  
them separated by moats but at the 

was developing so rapidly that the 
outer wall had to be demolished and 
its place was build up with residential 
houses. There was only the inner 

25 towers and 5 gates up to date.
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Gyz-Galasi (Maiden Tower) is the 
main symbol of  Baku. The tower 
is included in the list of  the oldest 
buildings of  the city. Initially, it was 
used as a Zoroastrian temple; later it 
became the main reinforcement in 
defense system of  the Icheri-Sheher 
fortress.
But in the 12th century «Gyz Galasy» 
was one of  the most powerful 

In the 18 th - 19th centuries the 
Maiden Tower was used as a beacon. 
Scientists are still worried about few 
secrets of  this tower, and there are 
many legends related to it too.
Inside the tower there is a 
museum. Its collection consists of  
ancient utensils, carpets, amusing 
installations showing life in the 
18th-19th centuries: oil recovery 
from a well by means of  a bucket, a 
supper in chaikhana, etc. Since 2000 
it has been in the list of  UNESCO 
monuments.
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a jewel in the crown of  Azerbaijani 
architecture. It was erected there 
in the 15 th century (when Shirvan 
residence moved from Shemakha to 

biggest one in the whole structure. 
Laconic forms, sunny tints of  
smooth wall surfaces, patterned 
shebeke of  upper windows and 
narrow windows of  the ground 

comprises the two-storey palace 
building, the tomb, the mosque, the 
divankhane, the Mausoleum of  Seiid 
Yakhya Bakuvi, the bath house, the 

will clearly notice that it descends 

structures occupy three levels. The 
well-shaped buildings crowned by 
domes, decorated by unique drawings 

together delight the eyes of  those 
who come there in order to admire 

-
-
-

-

-
-
-

-

-

-

-
-
-

-

-
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Among dozens of  sights and 
architectural structures of  Old Baku, 
its bathhouses can be subsumed 
under a separate group. Such 
bathhouses as Gadzhi Gaib, Aga 
Mikail, Kasum bek, and the famous 

were functioning there.

In front of  the tower there is an 
ancient market place surrounded 
by a colonnade and arches. The 
area lies 5 meters below the ground 
level - so thick is the centuries old 
cultural layer. Today the area has 
been restored in full, the people can 
again enjoy the sight of  columns and 
arches as well as … the most ancient 
gravestones and sarcophagi.

the archeologists found the most 

which were placed on the market 

and verses of  such great poets as 
Sadi and Omar Khayyam can be read 
on their surfaces.
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Baku city was surrounded by huge 
double fortress walls from north, 
east and west in the Middle Ages. 
According to the sources the city was 
surrounded by fortress walls also from 
the south and the seaside. There were 
5 entrance doors to the city through 
the fortress walls. The fortress 
walls were constructed upon decree 
by Shirvanshah III Manuchokhr 

-
-

-

-

The mosque was constructed over a 

on the mosque wall says regarding 
construction of  the building: «Emir 
Sharaf-ad-din Mahmud ordered 
to restore this building in Radjab 
month of  709 (1309-10)». A minaret, 
constructed in 1437, adjoins Friday 
Mosque. There is little hall for men, 

-

-
-

-
-

G

The historical reserve of  Gobustan is 
a museum under the open sky, where 
evidences of  the epochs of  Stone 
and Bronze Ages are concentrated 
- rock paintings and ancient human 
sites where people lived for centuries. 
More that four thousand petroglyphs 
preserved in Gobustan - images of  
people, animals, scenes of  labour, 
collective hunting and dance.
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Caravanserais have been one of  the 
most important elements of  Eastern 
architecture. None of  the eastern 

of  caravanserais were built on 
numerous trade routes between the 
East and West, which were vital for 
the normal functioning of  the trade 
routes.

The most ancient building not only 
in «Icheri-Sheher» but in the entire 
Azerbaijan is Mohammed Mosque 
(named after architect Mohammed 
Abu-Bakr) also known as Synyk-

characters engraved on the stone slab 
placed beside the mosque entrance 

-

-

-

Forty kilometers from Baku there 
is Gala, the well-known open-air 
historical and ethnographic museum. 
The territory of  1.2 ha hosts old-
time houses - portable tents made of  
animal skins, subsequently replaced 
by stone and beaten cobworks with 
cupolas, an ancient blacksmith shop, 
market, pottery, bakery, threshing 
mill and other interesting medieval 
buildings
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is located in 30 kilometres from 
the centre of  Baku. The temple 

centuries at the old place of  the 

Zoroastrians.

The Shikh fortress or Ishyg Galasi 
(Light Fortress), another one 
defensive fortress is located in the 
Mardakyan village. This 16 m-high 
fortress was built in year 1232 as an 
observation post. There are towers 
in the corners of  the fence and a 
hand-rail.

continuously on a hillside on the 

which itself  is known as the «land of  

from a thin, porous sandstone 

names such as «pilpila», «bozdagh», 
«ahtarma» and «gaynarja.»

-

-

-
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In the township of  Ramana, near 

century – Ramana Fortress. The 
fortress height is 15 m. The Ramana 
Fortress was built by Shirvanshakhs’ 
order for defensive purpose. 
According to documentary records, 
in the Middle Ages, there was an 
underground way running from 
the Ramana Fortress to the Maiden 
Tower.

To this day, the minarets with their 
double balconies and decorations are 
very distinct as they rise 46 meters 
high. Murtuza Mukhtarov Mosque, 
which was constructed according 

municipality of  Amirjan in Baku, 
was added to the list of  historical 
monuments of  UNESCO.

In Mardakyan township not far from 
Baku there is another defensive 
fortress built in the middle of  

Akhsitan’s order in honor of  the 
victory over the defeated enemy. 
The fortress was used as a place for 
accommodation of  a military post 
and as an observation post. The 
fortress’ height is 22 m.

-
-
-

-
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The building of  the Museum of  
Literature named after Nizami 
was built in the style of  Gothic 

after the architect A.A.Nikitin made 
a number of  changes in the project 
of  building the «Metropol» hotel 
operated here.

-

-
-

-
-
-

Baku Lutheran Church was built in 
middle of  the nineteenth century 
for religious worship of  the German 
and the Swedish-born people living 
in Baku at that time.. This building 
that was architected by 24-year-old 
German architect Adolf  Eichlerthat 

most unique architecture. 

-
-



25
                  www.oktours.az

Ba
ku

- A
bs

he
ro

n
G

ub
a 

- K
ha

ch
m

az
Sh

irv
an

N
ak

hc
hi

va
n

G
ar

ab
ag

Sh
ek

i -
 Z

aq
at

ala
G

an
jab

as
ar

La
nk

ar
an

 - 
A

st
ar

a

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

The architect of  the building of  the 

origin I.V.Goslavsky had used 
Baroque motifs in the construction 
of  the building.With adherence to 
classical composition scheme the 
architect symmetrically constructed 

Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre 
was designed by N.G. Bayev. 
Millionaire Mayilov built this building 

The building was built in the Gothic 
style for a period of  ten months 
and the theatre named at Mayilov 
brothers. Since 1959, the building 
was named as Academic Opera and 
Ballet Theatre.

Ismailiyye building was built by 
Baku millionaire Musa Nagiyev in 
memory of  his son died at young 
age. The designer of  the palace built 

sounded in this building. 

within 3 months in a bet with one of  
the millionaires of  Baku. Unknown 
famous Italian architect built the 
building in Gothic, Baroque and 

rise building in the classical style in 
Baku.

-

-
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style building. The palace was built 
in the Gothic style of  architecture. 
The part of  building construction 
materials used in the construction 
was imported from abroad. Vladimir 
Munts and Lev Rudnev were the 
architects of  the building.

The building of  the Azerbaijan State 

«building of  social gatherings» 

The architectural design of  the 
building was done as the famous 
casino in Monte Carlo.

The building of  the Museum of  
Fine Arts named after R. Mustafayev 
was built German engineer N.A. von 

in classical style. In the spectacular 
architectural monument, the Mu-
seum of  Fine Arts, which consists 
of  four sections, functions there. 

-

-

-
-

This building in which the Azerbaijan 

Zeynalabdin Tagiyev. The building 
was built under the project of  chief  
architect of  Baku city V. Goslavski

building a variety of  architectural 
styles had been used. 

-

-

-

-
-

-
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for wife of  millionaire Murtuza 
Mukhtarov, Lisa of  a Jewish origin. 

far, only in the Russian press 50 
materials about the history of  the 
building have been published.

«Nizami» cinema was built in the 
classical style. The architects of  

this center of  art operated under the 
name «Badaye» cinema.

was built in Baroque-style. The 
architect of  this historic building was 

used in this building in Baku. The 
building was built as a cinema and 
began to operate under the name of  

-
-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-
-

Tazapir mosque is a building in the 
East, which has a unique beauty. This 
monument is considered a religious 
center not only in Azerbaijan but 
all the Caucasus. Tazapir mosque 
is sanctuary like architectural 
monument. The mosque was built 
on money of  Nabat Ashurbeyli-
Rzayeva with project of  Ziverbey 
Ahmedbeyov.

-

-

-

-
-
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Baku Flame Towers is a striking 
new addition to the skyline of  Baku. 
Located atop a hill on the Caspian 
Sea overlooking Baku Bay and the 
old city center, the three towers were 
inspired by Azerbaijan’s ancient 

will illuminate the city and act as an 

-

-

-

-

-
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619,000 - square - foot building 

a conference hall (auditorium), a 
gallery hall and a museum. The 
project is intended to play an integral 
role in the intellectual life of  the city. 
All functions of  the Center, together 
with entrances, are represented by 
folds in a single continuous surface.

-
-

-
-

-

-
-

-

Built at the State Flag Squarein Baku 

intended for international cultural 

more than 23 thousands persons. 
Another 16 thousands can watch 
events held in the hall on large 

was a song contest «Eurovision 
2012».

-

-
-

-
-

Azerbaijan Carpet Museum named 
after L.Karimov.  In 2014 it was moved 
in to a new building distinguished 
with its unique design. The building 
shaped of  a rolled carpet is located 
on the Seaside Boulevard. Currently, 

the museum.
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SOCAR Tower is in Baku. It is 

Architectural style of  the building 

wonderfully taken from water drop 

the company. with its 22 storey, with 
its modern architecture, this tower 
will be a landmark at baku

The International Mugham Center 
of  Azerbaijan is a center of  
Azerbaijani arts and music aiming 
to promote, preserve and popularize 

music, mugham. Concerts of  
eminent mugham masters, mugham 
evenings, international conferences 
and festivals are organized in the 
Center.

English, is a modern shopping centre 

The shopping centre is located a 
short 5 minute walk from the Sahil 
metro station. Visitors can enjoy 
different storesand restaurants.

-

-

-

-

-
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modern hotels, that have been 
recently built, tourist zones and 
entertainment centres, Absheron has 
become one of  the most beautiful 
recreation areas in Azerbaijan. There 

combine recreation on beaches with 
medical and cognitive one. Bathing 
season last on Absheron from the 
middle of  May will the middle of  
September.
The chain of  beautiful beaches 
stretches along the entire seacoast 
of  the peninsula. These are favourite 
recreation zones among inhabitants 
and visitors of  the capital, where 
one can forget about problems and 

there are many resort villages, such 

North-East – villages of  Zagulba, 
Buzovna, Shuvalan, Mardakan and 

The most popular ones are Mardakan, 

health centres, hotels and recreation 

covered pools, saunas, aqua park 
for children and adults, sunshades 
and chaise lounges, shower-baths, 
bars and restaurants – are all at the 
service of  tourists and visitors. 

-

-
-

-

-
-

-

-
-
-

-

-
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Baku-Absheron cuisine differs in its 

Gutab (especially gutab made of  
camel meat), dushbara, khangal, 
gurza, khamirashi are well-known 
among them. The pilau made of  

dried cherry-plum, chighirtma pilau 

and limon juice and other types of  

-

-
-

-
-
-
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pilau are deemed the lovely dishes of  
citizens of  Baku city. Kababs made 

well-known as well. Sweets of  Baku 

goghal, sharbets, malt halva, etc. 
These sweets are traditionally baked 
in Novruz Bayram celebrated on 
the occasion of  spring. Mashtagha 
settlement is famous for its tea with 
saffron..

-
-

-

-



• NAKHCHIVAN 
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Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic is located to the 
southwest of  Azerbaijan and separated by the narrow 

line of  other territory from the main part of  the country. State 
border of  Azerbaijan with Turkey and Iran is in the south of  
the Autonomous Republic along Araz River.
The best way to reach Nakhchivan is a plane from Baku 

the railway communication with the main part of  Azeri 
territory is ceased. If  you prefer automobile transport, you 
should pass the border of  Iran in the city of  Astara and then 
reach Nakhchivan Republic via the territory of  Iran. The 
Republic of  Nakhchivan is a country of  mountains. It takes 

mountainsides of  Zangazur Mountains - the highest mountain 
system of  Azeri part of  Lesser Caucasus. The lowest point 
of  the autonomous Republic is located at the height of  600 
metres above the sea level. Over 30% of  the territory of  the 
Republic in at the height of  600-1000 m, nearly 50% - up to 
2000 m and 20% - over 2000 m. The highest peaks are Gapijik 
(3904 m) and Ilanlag (2415 m) Mountains. The mountains of  

forms and colour variety.Climate is sharp continental with the 

-

-

-

-

-

-

• The population: 440  thousand  
• Territory: 5500 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 036

Baku - Nakhchivan -1 hours
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valley has little precipitations (200–
300 mm). Lack of  the humidity can 
be felt in the mountains as well. The 
Republic is rich of  mineral resources; 
there are salt deposits, marble, lime, 
and gypsum reserves. There are 
numerous springs - Badamli, Sirab, 
Vayhir, Nagajir, Giziljir. 

along the state border with Iran, 
there are nearly 40 small rivers - 
Ordubadchay, Gilanchay, Alinjachay, 
Nakhchivanchay, Arpachay etc. 
Change of  long period of  droughts 
to the heavy showers brings to the 

which well-known Batabat Lake 
allocated at the height of  2424 
m among the picturesque Alpine 
meadows, are situated near the 
springs. The decoration of  this land 

village of  Gazanchi at the height of  
1500 meters. The waters of  this lake 
wash 2 thousand ha of  lands of  Julfa 
and Babek districts.
The most spread in the Republic’s 

almond, eastern oak, beech, nut, 
willow, wild pear, lots of  herbal 
plants. Nakhchivan has an amazing 
and unique fauna. Many of  the 
representatives of  the local fauna 
were included in the Red Book. 
Animals are represented by species 

and beech-marten. The most 

ular, Alpine chanter, mountain 
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swallow, partridge-marten. Among 
the crawlers are viper Rade, runner. 
Ruins of  the old cities, maintained 
mausoleums, caravanserais, other 
monuments, coins found in these 
places are the proofs of  the antique 
history of  this land. In 12 km from 
Nakhchivan city in rocky mountains 
area between Ilandag and Nagajir 
Mountains there is an ancient 
settlement Ashabi-Kahv, being also 
Muslim holy place. In the opinion 
of  the researchers, this place has 
2000-2600 aged histories. There are 
many legends about Ashabi-Kahv. 

historical monument was restored in 
90-ties of  the past century, there was 
created good conditions for pilgrims, 
the road were laid and the mosque 
was constructed.
Agriculture, production and food 
industries are well developed in the 
economics of  the Republic. Almost 
70% of  the territories are mountains 
and arid lands that is why area of  
arable lands is limited. Wine growing 
is one of  the traditional directions 

long warm autumn let grow such 
high quality sorts of  the grape, as 
Bayan-Shiraz, Tabrizi, and Shirazi. 
Gardening is also well developed 
here; quince, alycha, pear, peach, 
apricot, almonds are well developed. 
Another traditional direction is sheep 
breeding. Winter pastures spread 
over Araz valley, mountainsides and 
foothills up to 1200 meters, summer 
- up to the height of  2300-3200 m. 

-
-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-
-

-
-
-

-

-

-
-

-
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The most spread sheep species are 
balbas. The sheep of  this specie differ 
with the productivity and snow-white 
silky hair, which is widely used in the 
carpet weaving. The most popular 
species of  the decorative-applied 
art since the antiquity have been silk 
weaving, carpet weaving, beadwork 
and embroidery in pearls, rose 
knitting, decorative metal working, 
wood fretwork. Nakhchivan land 
is rich of  architectural monuments. 
European researchers visited 
Nakhchivan many times and were 
always impressed with its antiquity. 
In 1672 French traveller Charden, 
in 1821 English traveller Kerr-

and others were noting that they 
could see very ancient and rich 

monuments. Nakhchivan has been 
one of  the main culture centres 
of  Azerbaijan since the antiquity. 
Famous scientists and poets Masud, 
Mohammad Nakhchivani, Ibrahim 

lived here, origin in Nakhchivan 
eminent writer, editor of  the popular 
satirical magazine «Molla Nasreddin» 
published before the revolution 
in Baku J.Mammadguluzadeh, 
writer-novelist Mammad Said 
Ordubadi, eminent scientist-chemist 
Y.Mammadaliyev and others were 
living here as well.

Capital of  the Nakhchivan Republic 
is a city of  Nakhchivan located on the 
right coast of  the Nakhchivanchay 
River at the height of  1000 m over 
the sea level. It is one of  the ancient 
cities of  the East. The city was 
destroyed many times for centuries 
but each time it was re-established. 
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In February 1924 Nakhchivan 
became a capital of  the Nakhchivan 
Autonomous Republic. City of  
Nakhchivan was a capital of  the state 

attracted lots of  popular scientists, 
poets, architects to the palace, which, 
promoted to the creation of  grand 
constructions. In this period new 
direction in the architecture, which 
art specialists would be calling later 
Nakhchivan architecture school, had 
become developing in Nakhchivan. 
Nakhchivan architecture school had 
an impact on the development of  the 
architecture of  whole Azerbaijan. 
One of  the brightest representatives 
of  this school is famous architect 
of  the Middle East Ajami ibn 
Bakr Nakhchivani. Two among the 
created masterpieces have been 
maintained at present. These are 
mausoleum of  Yusuf  Ibn Kuseir 
raised in 1162 known in the folk as 
Gunbaz Atababa and mausoleum 
of  Momina-khatun. University, 
Branch of  the National Academy 
of  Sciences of  Azerbaijan are in 

Show, literature and historical 
museums, museum of  carpets, 
picture gallery here. Nakhchivan 

modern requirements. There are 
a museum house and mausoleum 
of  eminent Azeri writer-dramatist 

a victim of  Stalin repressions. 
Nakhchivan is Motherland of  Azeri 

The physiotherapy hospital is 
functioning not far from the city on 
the deposit of  stone salt where the 
beds for patients are situated in the 
old mines. The patients spending a 
night in such kind of  medical places 
feel improvements of  their health. 
Many businessmen visit the city from 
Iran and Turkey. Both countries have 
their consulates in Nakhchivan city.
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April 1186 for his mother Momine-Khatun, who is considered 

dynasty and the founder of  the state of  Atabeks.
The most outstanding landmark Nachchivan is skillfully 

from the Koran. Grand decahedral mausoleum was the real 
medieval skyscraper reaching 34 meters in height. Today it is 
only 25 meters high. Each side of  the surface is completely 

styled as geometric patterns. What is more, ornaments of  the 
nine out of  ten (sides) are different. Only one repeats itself, on 

mausoleum is decorated by a skilful stalactite composition. The 

and plant ornaments from the non-spray and spray (turquoise) 

attitude of  the architect to the art: «We are leaving, the world 
remains, we will die - the memory will stay».

-

-
-

-
-
-

-
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These are two eminent creations 
of  famous architect Ajami. The 
mausoleum of  Ibn Kuseir was 
raised in 1162 and well known as 
Gunbaz Atababa. Mausoleum is a 
small octahedron with pyramided 
hip covering in its design. The 
mausoleum is covered with the 
ornament and passes frieze its upper 

is written. Name of  the architect is 
also written at the entrance to the 
mausoleum.

The maintained buildings of  the 
ensemble - minarets connected by 
the portals and mausoleum impress 
nowadays as well. The mausoleum is 
built after Guti-khatun the wife of  
Khulagu-khan one of  the founder 
of  the dynasty of  Elkhanid. From 
the construction period standpoint, 
this mausoleum relates to early the 

inscription and numerous pictures 

located some distances from the 
mausoleum were crowning the 
ensemble of  the religious territory. 
They are also decorated in rich with 
the mosaic plate with the ornaments. 

was restored in the framework 
of  the World Bank’s project «The 



42
                  www.oktours.az

Ba
ku

 - 
A

bs
he

ro
n

G
ub

a 
- K

ha
ch

m
az

Sh
irv

an
N

ak
hc

hi
va

n
G

ar
ab

ag
Sh

ek
i -

 Z
aq

at
ala

G
an

jab
as

ar
La

nk
ar

an
 - 

A
st

ar
a

-
-

-

This is an ancient settlement covering 

The town of  Kharaba Gilan took 
shape in the 5th-4th centuries BC, 
but a settlement and necropolis 
have been found here dating back 
to 2,000-1,000 BC. This urban 
culture survived to the 14th century, 
undergoing a revival in the 10th-12th 

more than 4,000 years old. 

Ilandag (Elandag) is a symbol of  
Nakhchivan. According to Shumer 
beliefs, the ship rocked sharply 
during clash of  Noah’s Ark with 
the top of  the mountain and Noah 

It is named Inandag among the 
population. There is a legend about 
the origin of  the mountain as Ilandag 
or it is named mountain of  destiny in 
people. 

-

-

The Gazanchi bridge - the historical 
- architectural monument built over 
the river Alinjachay, in the South of  
Gazanchi, Julfa region. Even the 
bridge is famous among people as 

in the Eastern architectural style. 
Though it is a bit out of  order but 
it is considered one of  the best 

Azerbaijan. 

-
-

-

-
-
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Gamigaya Mountain with name 
Gamigaya that translated as a «Ship-
rock», «Stone ship», «Mountain 
of  the ark» is in the territory of  
Ordubad area to the east from 
Nasirvaz village. In the distance of  
60 km from Ordubad city there is the 
highest summit of  Smaller Caucasus 
Gapijik, which the mythic name is 
Gamigaya. Under the legend, Noel 

a Flood has collided it. Thousands 

of  the human of  Bronze Age 
about the life and environment, are 

of  men, animals, hunting scenes, 
ritual dances «Yalli», pictographic 
pictures, conventional signs in the 
form of  circle, anchors, pitchfork, 
tridents and etc. It is interesting fact 
that the group of  rock paintings of  
Gamigaya according to the dates 
coincides of  the age of  the legend 
about Noel.

«Ashabi-Kahf» is the higher moment 
of  slave’s appeal to the God, which 

cleanness, spiritual concealment.    

the Azeri Turks who found a refuge 
in Nakhchivan caves for thousand 
years; it is also the identity passport 
engraved on cave’s stones.  

-

-
-
-
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The Aza bridge situated on the very 
important trade-carvan route and 
connecting India and China with 
the Black Sea coasts and European 
countries was constructed in the rein 
of  Shah Abbas the First, the ruler of  
the Safavids, (1587-1629) to simplify 
the works of  the trade carvans 
moving by the Big Silk Road from 
East to West and the opposite routes, 
respectively.

The Noah tomb - the architectural 

centuries, in the area of  Kohnagala, 
in the South part of  Nakhchivan.  
The today’s image of  the grave was 
restored in the 8th century. In the 
stories connected with prophet 
Noah there is information that his 
and even his sister’s graves were in 
the city of  Nakhchivan.

The architectural monument of  
the Middle Ages near the village of  
Gulustan is one of  the most precious 
Nahchivan landmarks - a jewel 
of  Azerbaijani art. Built from red 
sandstone it stands in a small green 
hollow nearby the Araks river. This 
structure has 12 sides covered with 

subtle geometrical patterns.

-

-
-

-

-
-

-
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The Khanagah of  the Alinjachay 

the Middle Ages, on the bank of  
the Alinjachay, in the village of  
Khanagah of  Julfa region. From the 

Khorasan» by people, only the 
remainders of  the tomb, mosque and 
some buildings reached our period. 
But according to its architectural–
constructive structure it may be 

The «Ismayilkhan» bath-house - the 
historical- architectural monument 

ave. and the Tabriz str., Nakhchivan 
city. The building built in the middle 

architectural style consists of  the 
entrance, service hall, swimming-
pool, pond and furnace house.

The source of  this mineral water 
is situated in the wonderful valley 
covered with almond wood and 
vineyard, 1400m above sea level, 
at 30km distance of  the city of  
Nakhchivan, around the village of  
the same name (Shahbuz region 
of  Nakhchivan AR). The water 
contains iodine, bromine, copper, 
borocic acid.

-

-
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architectural monument in the 
Southern - Eastern part of  
Nakhchivan. It was formed in the 

3 buildings. The compositional-tomb 
joined with the circled body coming 
from the cubic formed tower tombs 
outside, the basement in plan in a 
square form constitute it. (see the 
Imamzadeh tomb). The building 
joining the tomb in comparison a 
bit larger and having an entrance 
door from the West constitutes the 

the Mystic sectors members used 
the Imamzadehs their residence, 

any khanagah in this region at that 

was repaired in 2004 and again was 
restored.

It is one of  the strongest defensive 
constructions of  its period. 
Numerous defensive, hydrotechnical, 
living and palace constructions of  
Alinja-gala take the peak of  the rocky 
mountain with almost plumb sides. 
Treasure of  the state of  Eldegizids 

The fortress was inaccessible for 
the enemies. It took 14 years (1386–
1401) Tamerlane’s armies to seize 
this fortress.

-

-

-
-
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Nakhchivangala – the archaelogical 
monument in the South - East of  the 

literature it is known as the fortress 
of  Yazdagird but among people as 
Kohnagala, Torpaggala. The date 

fortress area in 1957-59, very rich 
archeological materials, especially the 
pottery fragments, stone maces were 
discovered.

The Zaviya madrasa - the historical 
architectural monument in the street 
of  Zaviya, in the intersection of  

Zaviya is one of  the Mystic sector 
settlements having the meaning of  
corner, angle in Arabic. The darvishes 
of  different sectors lived in the 
Zaviyas as it was in the khanagahs 
and gathered their followers around 
and spread their ideas.

-
-

-

-

architectural monument of  the 

monument built in the Eastern 
architectural style was the residence 
of  the Nakhchivan khans till the 

Nakhchivan Carpet Museum since 
the April of  1998.

-

-

-
-

-
-
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Nakhchivan has a rich cuisine 
and high hospitality customs.It is 
impossible to imagine the meal 
without bread in Azerbaijan, as  well 

here high quality bread: tandir lavash, 

bozbash, kufta bozbash, cholmak piti, 
bozartma, chighirtma, dolma, kabab, 
khash, arishta, umaj, etc. constitute 
the Nakhchivan cuisine. The main 
dish here is pilau. The garnish 
for pilau varies and is made using 
mutton, beef, chicken, dessert (nut, 

-

-

-

-

-
-
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hazelnut, and chestnut), dried fruits 
(apricot, plum, cherry-plum etc.) 
Nakhchivan cuisine is famous for its 
batter dishes such as arishta pilau, 
umaj pilau, halvas made by wheat 

Sudashi, bulama, gatigashi, gatiglama, 
dovga, ayranashi, gurutashi etc. made 
by milk and milk products have 
special place in Nakhchivan cuisine. 
Nakhchivan cuisine is famous for its 
different sherbets, juices, marinade 
and salads along with dishes. The 
peculiar sweets of  Nakhchivan - 
Ordubad fried eggs and pakhlava, 
shakarbura, various kata, bukma etc. 
are also wide-spread. Ordubad region 
differs for some peculiarities. It is 

jams, as well as dishes such as mash 
soup, alana-basdig, lavash and dried 
fruits. Mash soup is one of  the most 
famous dishes of  Ordubad region. 
Mash bean and fresh bean (green 
bean) are mostly used in Ordubad. 
These dishes are cooked with fresh 
mutton in summer and with govurma 
in winter. Govurma is the mutton 
cooked in its fat. Fried mutton is 
put to kettle or buckets in its fat and 
stored in a cool place. Govurma is 

-
-
-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-
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Khizi district is the closest district to Baku among all other 
mountainous districts of  Azerbaijan. Considerable part 

of  the district territory is covered with the forest. It sides with 
the Caspian Sea in the east. 

nature in the territory of  the district – Beshbarmag Mountain 

reminding stone palm rising sternly over the ancient caravan 
route amaze the traveller from afar – that is why the name 
of  this rock is «Beshbarmag» (Five Fingers). Ruins of  the 
sanctuary «Khizirzinda» (eternally alive Khizir) is on the peak 
among the rock merlons. There are a lot of  legends about 
Beshbarmag Mountain. 

places of  Azerbaijan – Altiagaj, where the Altiagaj National 

coming from Shamakhi to abundant Guba via Altiagaj was 
established here in Shirvanshahs’ time. Altiagaj was a halt, 
place of  rest of  the travellers and sarvans (camel owners). 
In the past «agaj» was used as a measure of  space. One agaj 

Shamakhi to Altiagaj was 42 km.Khizi is an administrative 

-

-

-

-

-

• The population: 14 thousand  
• Territory: 1850 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 199

Baku-Khizi -2 hours

Keshly-Yalama, Baku-  
Khachmaz-1,5 hours
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centre of  the district. Eminent 
Azeri writer and dramaturge Jafar 
Jabbarli was born and grown up here. 
Furthermore Khizi is a homeland of  
another outstanding representative 
of  Azerbaijani literature - poet Mikail 

also opened to visitors. Basically the 
agriculture, plant growing and cattle 
breeding is developed in the area. 
The carpet weaving and woodcarving 
is widespread among national crafts.  

Beshbarmag Mountain in 9 km to 
the centre of  the district; mausoleum 

Alishirin; ruins of  Khizi tower of  

the village of  Khalanj.

Jannet Bagi Resort  in Altiagaj village

It is possible to feed in suburban cafe, 
restaurants and kebabkhanas. 
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Beshbarmag, the mystical Five 
Finger Mountain is located on the 

is a solid rock and is one of  most 
famous mountains in the Caucasus, 
known for its mythical stories. It is 
a sacred place for regular visitation 
by pilgrims.

Jannet bagi is one of  the most 
interesting, original and beautiful 
place of  Khizi .The Jannet Bagi 
(paradise garden) resort is well 
worth a visit, it is a good place to rest 
after visiting the park and there is a 
mini zoo in case you cannot see the 
animals in their natural environment. 
This hotel keep the high level of  
convenience. There is a restaurant, 
bar. The sauna sauna available on the 

territory is covered with broad-leaved 
forests, where oak, hornbeam and 
beech are widespread. The reserve 
territory is mainly inhabited by roe 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-
-
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Shabran district is situated to the north of  Baku. The 
territory borders upon the coast of  the Caspian Sea in 

with the sea, then hills, then the forests, rocks and mountains. 

boar, jeyran live here; birds are turaj, keklik (partridge). Seven 

the region. There are springs of  herbal water sulphur here, 

km to the Caspian Sea coats. Its area is 1180 ha; three lakes 
connected with each other are in its territory. There are various 

ducks, cormorants, gashgaldags etc. There are hunters’ houses 
near the lakes in various places. The lakes are very beautiful 
and there are all the conditions for the boat walks.
There is Galaalti spa at the foothills of  Greater Caucasus. 
Urology sanatoria «Chirag-gala» is constructed based on 
medicinal spring. Routes for the medicinal walk bring the 
patients and campers to the peak of  the mountain, which 
are crowned with the ruins of  ancient fortress Chirag-gala. 

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

• The population: 56,3  thousand  
• Territory: 1088 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 023

Baku-Shabran -3 hours

Baku-Rostov, 
Baku-Moscow,  
Baku-Yalama-3 hours 
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opened from the mountain peak. The 
basis of  economy of  area is made 
by agriculture like grain-growing, 
wine growing, vegetable growing, 
gardening, beekeeping and animal 
husbandry there is a combine of  
grain crops, factory on manufacture 
of  carpets in the area. Traditional 
national craft – carpet weaving is 
solicitously kept in the district. Local 

known. 

Chirag-gala tower (V–VI centuries); 
archaeological monuments - ancient 
cities: Shabran in the village of  
Shahnazarli; 

of  Galaalti 

Yashil bag .There are the restaurants 
Karvan situated along the state 
highway. You can have not only a 
dinner but spend the night and repair 
your car here.
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One of  the oldest cities of  
Azerbaijan, Shabran was founded on 
the bank of  a river bearing the same 

written sources testify to the fact that 
in the time of  its prosperity the city 
had a large territory stretching from 
coasts of  the Caspian Sea where a 

was located on one of  the routes 
of  the Great Silk Way. Shirvanshah 
Mohammed ibn Ahmed in 70-

defence constructions around the 
city. Shabran was administrative and 
political centre. The presence of  a 
burial-vault of  Shirvanshahs in this 
city, mint and state prison – is an 

of  Arabic Caliphate, Shabran was 
one of  the eight cities of  the South 
Caucasus where money was coined. 
Inhabitants of  Shabran built water 
pipes system in Middle Age. 

light) castle in Azerbaijani is a ruined 
ancient fortress overlooking the 
Caspian coastal plains north of  Baku 
in Azerbaijan. It is located on the top 
of  a mountain, in the Guba Forest. 
It was constructed by the Sassanid 

used as a defense for the khanate of  
Guba in the 18th century.

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

-
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Territory of  Guba district stretches from the north-eastern 
mountainsides of  Greater Caucasus range to Samur-

in the district: Balbulag, Gizbanovsha, Gachresh, Tangaalti 
Gorge at the depth of  400–600 meters, grand waterfall near 

water created graceful natural sculptures. 
Guba is famous for its apple gardens. In spring, the entire 
neighbourhood is full with the aroma when the apple trees 
are blossoming. 
Guba district is one of  the most popular places in Azerbaijan 
for the tourists. The tourists travelling in the district go to 
Tangaalti Gorge and then cross Velvelichay River with the 
mud water, admire Kunkhirt waterfall, go to the settlement of  
Gonagkend, which was a district centre in 40–50s of  the last 

even higher. The nature around is gradually changing. Groves 

meters over the sea level, the trees are replaced with bushes.

are getting out of  the rocks. Nobody remembers now who 
constructed here something like self-made sanatorium 

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-
-

• The population: 56,3  thousand  
• Territory: 1088 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 023

Baku-Guba-4 hours

Baku-Rostov, 
Baku-Moscow,  
Baku-Yalama-3 hours 
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consisting of  three bathrooms made 
in the rock width. Each construction 

the stone wall with the shed of  
the tree trunks. The stone bed of  

procedure strike so much that even 
tourists spoilt by the city civilizations 
spend their times here with great 
pleasure. Semi-darkness, warm water 
from the rocks makes drunk and 
lull. Spiny bushes of  sea-buckthorn, 
barberry and sedge grow in 
abundance at the riverbeds. Colony 
of  white-haired vultures written in 
the Red Book of  Azerbaijan lives in 
this gorge.
Then, the settlement of  Utug, in 
the outskirts of  which treasure 
of  coins related to the period of  
Shirvanshahs ruling and dated in 

There is unique Alpine village of  
Khinalig in the territory of  the 
district. The village is situated 65 
km to the regional centre at the 
height of  2500 m above the sea 
level. Village citizens compose 
separate ethnographic group and 
speaks its own language, which is 
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not used anywhere else in the world. 
The Khinalig citizens maintained 
their language and old traditions, 
customs. Khinalig is one of  the most 
important components of  the bright 
and picturesque image of  Guba 

Guba located in the north-eastern 
mountainsides of  Shahdag Mountain 
on the bank of  Gudialchay River. 

centre of  the carpet weaving. Gasaba 
suburb, where one of  the largest 
communities of  local Jews lives, is 
located not far from the cit, on the 
left bank of  Gudialchay River. The 
history of  Guba city origins from 
the village of  Gudial. Guba khanate 

century, the centre of  which had 
become Khudat. Later, Guba khan 

Guba and raised the fortress walls 
around the city. The city had become 
a capital of  the khanate.

In Guba city: Juma-mosque; mosque 
of  Sakina-khanim; two ancient baths; 

culture reserve.

Long Forest,  Jannet Bagi,Olympic 

Restaurants: Chinar, Aynur. 

-
-

-

-

-
-
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-
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This mosque was erected in the 19th 
century. Its construction is typical 

province. It looks like a faceted 
cylinder i.e. has the form of  a regular 
octagon. Inside there is a big hall 
crowned with a huge 16 m diameter 
dome. After Juma Mosque had been 

began to appear in other areas of  
Azerbaijan.

Khinalug is an ancient Caucasian 
village going back to the Caucasian 
Albanian period.  Khinalug is also 
the highest, most remote and isolated 
village in Azerbaijan and among the 
highest in the Caucasus. T Khinalug 
has a population of  about 2,000 
people.This small group of  people 
speaks the Khinalug language, which 
belongs to the Northeast Caucasian 
language family, although many 
speak Azerbaijani as well.Because 
of  its location, scenery and relative 
isolation, Khinalug is considered 

destinations for hikers and adventure 
travellers in such travel guides as 

the most ancient and continuously 
inhabited places in the world, with 
history of  over 5,000 years.  There 
are also some other historical places 
such as a 12th-century mosque, a 
15th-century mosque, and several 
ancient cemeteries between the 
mountains. 
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Khachmaz district is situated to the northeast of  Azerbaijan 

20800 ha of  the territories of  the region are covered with the 
forests, 6 rivers run it. Climate is soft; there are sources of  

bindweed, St. John’s wort, blooming sally, balm etc are widely 

It is supposed that the name of  Khachmaz came from the 
name of  the tribe of  khachmataki living in these lands and 

name was transformed and had been met in the sources since 
the mid of  VII century as «Khachmaz». It is interesting that 
part of  the tribe in the second half  of  VII century migrated to 
the territory of  the current Oghuz district having constructed 
the settlement and fortress named Khachmaz there.
Routes of  the conquerors making the campaigns and invasion 

passed on this land in the past. Famous fortresses «Baba-al-

millenniums BC were standing on their ways as insuperable 
obstacle. Mighty stonewall barring conquerors’ way at 

-

-
-
-

-
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-

• The population: 171,2 thousand  
• Territory: 1045 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 023

Baku-Guba-4 hours

Baku-Rostov, 
Baku-Moscow,  
Baku-Yalama-3 hours 
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Yezdigerd in V century. Those 
who could overcome these systems 

on the fertile land of  Azerbaijan. 
Scythians, Alans, Khazars, Savirs and 
other tribes entered here. Burials of  
Bronze Age were discovered in the 
territory of  Khachmaz district during 
archaeological digs, implements, 
hunting gears and house utensils 
were found. One of  the ancient 
cities-fortresses Khudat (Khudat is 
«Charisma») is in Khachmaz district. 
It had become a capital of  Guba 

1735 in concern with transference 
of  the residence of  Fatali-khan from 
Khudat to Guba, the city had lost its 
importance. There are considerable 
reserves of  the drinking water in the 
soils of  Khudat land. Famous Shollar 
water-supply line originates from 
here – Shollar village, which was put 

important role in the water supply of  
Baku up to present. Carpet weaving 
is developed among the traditional 
crafts. There is a faculty of  the 
carpet studies in Khachmaz lyceum. 
The tourists will be interested in 
watching the masters weaving large 
and small carpets. The most popular 
recreation zone in the country is in 
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the territory of  Khachmaz district 
-Nabran. There are many resorts 
with the conditions meeting the 
most demanding tourists are built 
here, in the picturesque place, where 
the forests neighbour with the sandy 
beaches.

Regional Ethnography, Museum 
Carpet Museum, The Museum of  

building and water tower (end of  

Resorts in Nabran: Atlant, Caspian 
Resort, Green Ville, Lotos, Malibu  

Set,  Raduga, Nabran, Orman, Khan 
Chinar, Istisu, Karavan  etc.

In all above-mentioned tourist 
centres there are the restaurants 
with high level of  service. Besides 
that, the tourists have dinner there 
in restaurants: Choban, Kamran and 
cafes: Khazar,  Shabran-Nushi Jan, 
Elite, Tabriz.

-
-

-
-

-

 

-
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Gusar district is located in the southeast of  Azerbaijan. This is 
a land of  mountains and valleys. The name of  «Gusar» origins 
from the tribe of  «khisar». The highest peak of  Azerbaijan 
Bazarduzu Mountain (4466 m) is in the territory of  this district. 
There are lots of  springs, hot sources on plains that water 

trees are widely distributed here. Such valuable species, as 
oak, beech, hornbeam etc grow here. Woods are being in full 
abundant with wild growing fruit trees and medicine herbs, 
such as: aglet, horsetail, blackberry, nettle, dog rose, sumac, 
plantain, etc. State reserve at the area of  15000 ha is allocated 
in the territory of  Gusar district; there is maintained beech 
forest named «Alistan-baba» near the settlement of  Urva at the 

on Caucasus in mountains for mountain-skiing tourism.
Administrative centre of  the district is a city of  Gusar located 
at the distance of  35 km to the railway station of  Khudat. 
There is a beautiful park of  culture and rest in the city. 
The recently opened the summer and winter sports and tourist 
center of  the international standards Shahdag gained a high 
popularity. This is a popular ski resort in winter and a camp site 

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

• The population: 93,8  thousand  
• Territory: 1542 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 023

1542 

Baku-Shabran-4 hours
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in the lap of  the Caucasus mountains 

is located an ancient village Laza 
surrounded by mountains and well 
known for its majestic waterfalls. 
Competitions on climbing are held 
at the frozen waterfalls in winter. 
The tourists travelling on this route 
might observe historical monuments 
and samples of  the folk-applied art.

Villages of  Anig and Laza, 
mausoleum of  sheikh Juneid (1544) 
at the village of  Khazra, tower of  

century in village of  Kohne Khudat 

Shahdag Mountain Resort, Suvar in 
Laza village, Shahbulag, Gayabulag, 
Gayibulag,  Star Gusar, Gusar bulag 
Resort 

 
Shahnabad, Lezginka, Gayi bulag, 
Benovshe restaurants are situated 
close the nature.
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At Khazra village, in Gusar district, 
there is a monument - tomb of  
sheikh Juneid. Sheikh Juneid, 
grandfather of  shah Ismayil was 
killed by Khalilullah I forces in 1456. 
Shah Tahmasib built this tomb as 
a monument to sheikh Juneid in 
the style of  the funeral mosque. 
Indoor walls are up to the height 
of  1,42 meters, which are faced 
with the square glazed plates of  two 
colours, blue and black-violet, placed 

details of  the interior are stalactites 
composing the change from the 
square fundament to the cupola. 
Mausoleum interior impresses with 
its calm greatness.

Settlement Lazah is located on 
the northeast spurs of  the Main 
Caucasian Ridge  at bottom of  a 
high mountainous plateau «Shah 
Yaylag» and on the highest alps 
«Shahdag» - its height is 4242 m 
above the sea level. In the village live 
ethnic Lezghins, whose ancestors 
were the legs, and whose history is 
connected to the Caucasian Albania - 
one of  the most ancient states in the 
territory of  Azerbaijan. The basic 
sight of  settlement is the mosque of  

Seid Baba».

-

-

-
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With no less than 19 ski slopes 
planned, suitable for a wide range 

Mountain Resort presents world-
class skiing at a breathtaking 2500 
metres above sea level. The Resort’s 

private instructors for beginners 
as well as advanced skiers. In 
addition to skiing, the slopes also 

snowboarding and snow mobiling. 
Other winter activities, especially 
suited for young children, include 
quad biking and bouncy castles 
and snow tubing. Additionally, the 
Resort’s Spa will provide a refreshing 
break from the snow and ice. For 
the Summer season we are delighted 
to offer a wide range of  activities 
to suit all ages, from an Adventure 

bikes to Nordic walking and even 
Orienteering. Currently there are 5 

Shahdag Mountain Resort: Shahdag 

Breathtakingly beautiful, a haven 
hidden from time, Shahdag is an 

-
-

-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-
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and other food stuffs. «Guba 
tikhmasi» is the most famous dish 
of  its cuisine. One of  the famous 

made of  wheat and meat. It is served 
with butter and cooked generally 
in winter. Another feature that 
attract tourists to Guba is its unique 
sweets. There are street shops 

-
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selling pakhalava and bukma almost 

- which is typical of  the northern 
zone. Tsikan is the most famous dish 
in Lezgin cuisine. It is also cooked 

live in this area. The customs and 
traditions of  the nations are similar. 
In some villages in Guba and Gusar 
the most distinguished tradition is to 
give honey to a bride on the wedding 
day of. This is considered to be a 
sign of  gift.

-

-
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Only motor road is developed here from types of  
transport because of  the territory of  Gobustan area 

on the highway of  Baku-Gazakh.  «Gobu» in Azeri language 
means, «beam». Name of  Gobustan origins from here. In 
spring, lush crimson iris and surprisingly big chamomiles and 

the centre of  Maraza plateau on the highway - administrative 
centre of  Gobustan region. The people say that the name 
of  Maraza comes from a legend as if  one man settled his 
loved wife in these places in the name of  rescuing her from 
the disease «maraza», where she was cured. Tourists are 
interested in visiting cave labyrinths in the gorge in other side 
of  Maraza settlement connected with each other by craftily 
twisted passages and trapdoors. This is a system of  galleries, 
passages, underground labyrinths constructed already in the 
Middle Ages.There is a spring source of  bitterly salty water 
not far from Maraza. The basis of  economic activities is 
made by agriculture. The potato, cabbage, a tomato, peas, 
grapes and other agricultural production is cultivated here. 
Summer and winter pastures basically create favorable 
conditions for development of  sheep breeding Gobustan 
region is one of  the centres of  Shirvan carpet weaving. 

-
-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

• The population: 44  thousand  
• Territory: 1370 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 020

Baku-Maraza-2,5 hours
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Local carpets of  «Maraza», «Nabur», 
«Chukhanli», «Jigirli» and «Jamjamli» 
are well known in Azerbaijan.

caravanserai of  shah Abbas; 
Javanshir fortress in Shikhlar village; 
burial mounds of  Sheikh-duzu; 

You can rent the private house or 
room at moderate price. The owners 
guarantee high service for you

in roadside cafes and snack bars. 
In these areas, shish kebabs are 
professionally prepared from young 
sheep.

is located in the outskirts of  
Maraza settlement in one of  the 
rocky gorges, which is a wonderful 
creation of  the art of  ancient 

shah Ibrahim transferred the lands, 
which are situated in Gobustan 
region at present, to the property 

whom the funeral mosque was built. 
This fact is proved in the notes of  
Turkish traveller Evliya Chelebi. The 
monument attracts attention of  the 
travellers with its unusual facade 
and halo of  the mystery concerned 
with the numerous legends and 

lodge in the construction. Two small 
embrasures in the northern wall lead 
to the grotto cut in the rock tract. A 
few stairs are cut in the rock leading 
to the cupola foundation. Wonderful 

the decorative inscription dividing 

masterpiece of  Shirvan architecture 
school.

-

-

-

-

-
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•

Centre of  the region, Shamakhi city, has become a main 
city of  feudal state the Shirvanshahs already in VI 

century. There are not railways in the territory of  Shamakhi 
area. There is 34 kilometer length of  the republican important 
highway on the territory of  region.Rich nature of  the forests 
impresses with the plenty of  animals and birds. Roe deer, 
boars, bears, forest cats are among the animals here. The 
mountain regions are of  mild warm climate, soft winter. The 
snow is laying here for 40–80 days at the average covering 
width of  30–50 cm.This land attracts lots of  tourists and 
campers in summer and winter. Babadag Mountain – one of  
the peaks loved by Baku alpinists – is located here. Garachay, 
Velvelichay and Girdimanchay Rivers origins are here. 
Mountain skiing is popular in Shamakhi region in winter and 
amazing riding – in summer.

of  maintenance of  the wonderful nature. There is a large 
settlement of  Chukhuryurd in 10 km to Shamakhi at the 
height of  850 m above the sea level, on the right coast of  

-

-

-

-

-
-
-

-

-

• The population: 99,7  thousand  
• Territory: 1610 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 020

Baku-Shamakhi -2,5 hours
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medicinal honey are of  great 
demand. Mountains of  Babadag, 
Tufandag and Bazarduzu are well 
observed from the surrounding 
hills.Jangi forest located 3 km to the 
northwest of  Chukhuryurd always 
attracting sports tourism amateurs. 
Wild apple-tree, pear, cherry-plum, 

Jangi forest. The gorge with sulphur 
springs is located in the north 
behind the forest.Remnants of  the 
constructions discovered during 

3 thousand years ago. Shamakhi is 
noted in the works of  ancient Greek 

of  Caucasian Albania. The city has 
changed its name for the centurial 

as Shirvan, Sharvan, Khairvan, 
Ashshmakh, Shakhmakh, Shamukh 
etc. can be met in various sources 
and various historical periods. Since 
the old years, Shamakhi was famous 
for its gardens and silk cloths. 
Shamakhi occupies special place 
among the cities of  old Azerbaijan 
by the tragic events. The city was 

occupants, as a result of  which not 
only monuments of  culture but also 
inestimable creations of  the ancient 
thinkers were destroyed. «Shamakhi 
will never be able to say whether 

the strength and built the city 
again and again from the ruins and 
ashes. 
Afzaladdin Khagani was born 
in this small village.Shamakhi is 
famous as one of  the largest centres 
of  Azerbaijan with its wine growing 
and winemaking. Shamakhi is 
Motherland of  the talented masters 
of  word, brush, great thinkers and 
architects: Seyid Azim Shirvani, 

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
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Sabir, Abbas Sahhat, Zeynal Abdin 

Muhammad Shirvani, Azim 
Azimzadeh etc. Shamakhi area 
specializes basically on the plant 
growing and animal husbandries. 
Most part of  the population is 
occupied with grain-growing, 
cattle breeding, sheep breeding 
and beekeeping. Alongside with it, 
one of  the developing branches 
of  the region is poultry farming. 

Astrophysical Observatory is an 
observatory located in Shamakhi, 
Azerbaijan, on the south-eastern 
foothills of  the Great Caucasus 
Mountain ridge, about 22 km far 
from the centre of  Shamakhi and 
144 km far from Baku, at an altitude 
of  1,435 m.    Traditions of  the 

work have been kept in the villages 

Tourists may become familiar with 
the skilful masters weaving famous 
Shamakhi carpets «Shirvan», 

«Arjiman» in small village of  Jangi 

to the plain. Jorabs - wool collared 
socks decorated with the national 
ornament are knitted in the families 
of  herdsmen.

Juma mosque (VIII century); pir 
of  Imamzade in the village of  
Kolakhani; ruins of  Gulustan 

with the underground bath; 
Yeddi Gumbaz (seven cupolas) 

- burial-vault of  Shirvan shahs. 

Resorts: Fortuna, Shehirli hayat in 
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Shamakhi 

Orkhan, Jannet, Turist, Shirvangol, 
Melhem, Gaya.  

Juma Mosque of  Shamakhi or 
Friday Mosque of  Shamakhi is a 
mosque in the city of  Shamakhi. 
One of  the oldest mosques in 
the territory of  the Republic 
of  Azerbaijan. Shamakhi Juma 
Mosque was built in 743 and is the 
most ancient mosques in the South 
Caucasus after the mosque built in 

734).  Friday Mosque of  Shamakhi 

the Caucasus after cathedral Friday 

constructed in 734. The 1859 and 
1902 earthquakes caused a serious 
damage to the mosque. 

about the restoration of  the state 
historical-architectural monument 
Friday mosque of  Shamakhi 
was written by Ilham Aliyev-the 

-

-
-

-
-

-

-
-

-

Yeddi Gumbaz mausoleum – is a 
cemetery located 1,5 km south to 

still saved. Other mausoleums of  
the group are partly destroyed 
and are without cupola or walls. 
The mausoleum belongs to the 
beginning of  the 18th century. This 
architectural monument was built 
for a family of  Mustafa khan – the 
last khan of  Shamakhi. The name 
of  the architect – ustad Taghi – is 
also known due to a ligature on 
the mausoleum. The monument 
belongs to Shirvan-Absheron 
architectural school.

-

-

-

-
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Agsu city, administrative centre of  Agsu region, is on 
the road leading to the northeast from Kyurdamir 

in direction to Shamakhi, in 37 km from Shamakhi, on the 
bank of  Agsu River. A lot of  rivers in Azerbaijan have name 
«Agsu». They are called in this way due to origins in the snowy 
mountains. «Agsu» means «clean, pure water». Beautiful view is 

originates here.The road to Agsu lays through the famous 

here in clear weather and the traveller is impressed with the 

When the pass is covered with the fog, each passenger feels 
that he moves through the clouds.There is grape and silkworm 
cocoon procession enterprises in the region. Agsu is famous 

in the past. In 1734 Iranian shah Nadir destroyed Shamakhi 
and ordered to the remained citizens to settle a new city and 
move there. Ruins of  this city, which are called by people 
«Kharabashahar», have preserved.The basis of  economic 
activities of  area is made with the agriculture.  

-

-

-

-
-

-
-
-

• The population: 76,3 thousand  
• Territory: 1020 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 020

Baku-Agsu-4 hours
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Restaurants: Khan Yurdu, Yashil 

-

-
-

-

-
-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

-

tions conducted in 2010 and 2011 at 
the site of  Agsu in Azerbaijan have 

century town rich in architectural 
remains and artifacts, depicting 
a settlement with solid trade and 
cultural connections to other parts 
of  the world. The 18th century Agsu 
town as revealed by the investigations 
represented a settlement of  
inhabitants who had been resettled 
or deported in 1735 from another 
city, known as Shamakhi, destroyed 
as a result of  military conquest by 
Nadir Shah, who ruled as Shah of  
Iran (1736-47) and was the founder 
of  the Afsharid dynasty. The city 
eventually developed into one of  
the largest cities of  Azerbaijan by 
the end of  18th century. In all, the 

history was thus enriched with new 

there at the time, and the Azerbaijani 
museums (the National Museum 

the Museum of  Music Culture of  
Azerbaijan, etc.) have been enlarged 
with these new artifacts. The open-

buildings, workshops and streets as 
they were laid out during the 18th 
century.

Medieval Agsu Town Archaeological 

of  sheikh Mezid (1457)

Motels: Chanlibel, Gulustan, Yashil 

Restaurants: Khan Yurdu, Yashil 
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Being located on the southern mountain slopes of  Greater 
Caucasus, surrounded with forests and mountains, 

drowning in greens, the Ismailly region is one of  the most 
beautiful areas of  Azerbaijan. The territory of  Ismayilli region 
is basically mountainous and there are not railways lines here. 

Garamaryam-Ismayilli-Shaki pass from the territory.   The 
relief  is mainly mountainous. The basic natural resources 
of  the area are clay deposits and mineral sources.. The 
highest spot of  the region – Babadag Mountain (3629 m). 
The territory of  forests comprises 66799 hectares. Among 

are represented in Ismailly region. Alongside the territory 
of  the area, there are Rivers of  Girdiman, Ag-okh, and 
Goychay running thereon.There are also some waterfalls: in 
Galajig village, at a height of  50 m; in Chaygovushan village 
at a height of  30 m; in Istisu village, at a height of  25 m; 
in Burovdal village at a height of  50 m; in Mudrusa village 
at a height of  25 m. By natural pearls of  the area there 
are three natural lakes, located not far from each other  in 

Reserve is located in the territory of  the region. A part of  

-

-
-

-
-

0,1
-

-

-
-

• The population: 84 thousand  
• Territory: 2074 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 020

Baku - Ismailly-5 hours
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the region’s territory belongs to the 

is very rich here. One can easily meet 
such tree species as oak, chestnut, 
pistachio, alder, birch and poplar. 
In forests there are various types 

grouse, eagle and many others. 
Ismailly is known as by a poem of  
a great Russian poet Lermontov, 
who in 1837 being in Tirjan village, 
met the famous national singer 
ashig Oruj. From his mouth and 
mouth of  ashig from Gusar, Lezgi 

Garib ashig and took it as a ground 
of  its poem called «Ashik-Kerib». 

representatives of  other peoples 
and ethnic groups are represented 
here: Lezgins, Jews, Iranian speaker 
Lahyjs, descendents of  ancient 
albans – khapits; descendents of  
molokans from Russia are living in 
Ivanovka village. 
The village of  Basgal was declared 
a state historical and architectural 
reserve. Being famous in history as 
a centre of  silk production, Basgal 
was surrounded by defence walls. 
Archaeologists discovered here 
some remnants of  settlements that 

village is one of  the very settlements 
of  Azerbaijan that are particularly 
rich with elements of  old town 
planning tradition. Streets, yards 
and squares of  the village are paved 
with river stone. 
In Ismailly region, there are strong 
traditions of  peoples-applied 
art. Carpet weaving preserved in 
villages of  Galajig, Tazakend and 
others.  The agriculture, leading 
branch of  area specializes on the 
grain-growing, wine growing, 
fruit growing, tobacco-cultivation, 

other branches. 

-
-
-

-
-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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-
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-
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Restaurants: Khan Yurdu, Yashil 

Lahyj and Basgal historico-
architectural reserves.

Chateau Monolit.

Restaurants: Khan Yurdu, Yashil 

This small town that seems to be 
lost in mountains – one of  the most 
interesting handicraft centres of  
Azerbaijan, which since ancient times 
have been famous for arms production 
and engraved copper wares. Wares 
and arms of  Lahyj craftsmen were 
much in demand throughout the 

and blades. Even now, despite some 

and they continue the occupation 
of  their ancestors: these are copper-
smiths, tanners, engravers, potters, 
blacksmiths, papakhchi - masters that 
make head-dresses and hats, as well as 
enchasing masters, as wood and metal 
engravers. The central collecting 
system functions since VI century 
till these days.  Streams gather from 
all houses in a huge pipe and leave 
somewhere far to the gorge. Just as in 
ancient Rome.The historico-regional 
museum works in the village, where 

history of  this country, customs and 
traditions of  local population. The 

own way unique. The layer of  the tree 
passes through the each some lines of  
the stone. It has been done to avoid 
destruction of  the house at possible 
earthquake because the tree weakens 
force of  pushes and as though will 
amortize them. Owing to unique 
technics of  houses construction there 
was no case of  their destructions for 
all history in Lahyj.
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The center of  the region, the city of  Goychay has 
received its name from the same river, water in the river 

is too clear and blue and it is located on the coast. The area 
of  Goychay is in the center of  the Azerbaijan Republic, in 
the northern part of  Shirvan plain, at foots of  the Great 
Caucasian mountains. Goychay devides into two geological 

heights concern to the mountain zone, but other territories 

Goychay climate concerns to the dry summer, mild-warm, 
semidesertic and dry-subtropical type of  climate. In the 
region, there are available trees, which by the degree of  the 
government are kept as historical monuments. Those are 
«Eastern chinars» (plane trees) in amount of  199 pieces. The 
diameter of  those trees equals 110 cm, height – 25 meters, 
age – more than 170 years. In Jairli village, there are two 
chinars with diameter equalled to 200 cm, height – 35 cm, 
and age – 400. In Bigir village there is oak-tree is growing up 
with diameter of  180 cm, height – 20, age 515–520. 

of  the country, but the recognized center of  the best varieties 
of  pomegranate is the Shirvan region which is situated in 

-
-
-

-
-

-

-

-
-

• The population: 76,3 thousand  
• Territory: 740 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 020

Baku-Goychay-4,5 hours
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the dry subtropics zone of  Goychay. 
The Goychay pomegranates are 
recognized worldwide and became 
the symbol of  «real Azerbaijani 
pomegranates». The secret of  great 
taste and consistent quality of  
these pomegranates are the unique 
microclimate and soil composition, 
which are found nowhere else in 
the world. It’s not surprising that 
the technology of  the preparing 
of  the well-known Azerbaijani 
sauce «narsharab» which is boiled 
pomegranate juice, was invented by 
the locals. This popular sweet and 
sour sauce harmonizes perfectly 

that each fall, Geychay city holds the 
traditional «Feast of  pomegranate», 
dedicated to the harvest of  this «king 
of  fruits». As part of  the celebration 
there are tight rope walkers 
performance, athletes, dance groups 
and folk performances. Everyone 
can take part in various folk games, 
as well as get acquainted with the 
many varieties of  pomegranate 
grown in this area. In honor of  the 
guests the feast tables with delicious 
national dishes which were prepared 
in front of  public, are set.

Mosque of  1903 and subterraneous 
bath-house in Goychay city; Surkhay 

mosque in Garaman village. 

You can rent the private home with 
all necessary facilities.

It is possible to have a breakfast and 
a dinner in small cafes, snack bars.
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The cuisine of  the Shirvan region is 

in particular, gutabs and dushbara. 
Gutabs are widespread in the Shirvan 
region which covers Baku, Shamakhi 
and the plain south to the Kur River. 
Azerbaijanis use pomegranate in a 

tanginess to them.  Freshly squeezed 

-

-
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sugar syrup makes a refreshing drink 
during hot summer days. The people 
of  Shirvan region also make a jam 
called nardancha to eat with ash, 

common varieties of  the Azerbaijani 

(meat wrapped into linden leaves 
picked up in mid-May). Sour clotted 
milk is used as a sauce.

-

-
-

-
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Gabala region adjoins to spurs of  Shahdag Mountain. 
The neighbourhoods of  Gabala are rich with nut and 

chestnut groves; there are many sources of  mineral waters, 
including Isti-su – hot source and rills with pure spring water. 
It is worth visiting Michikh, Laza, Yeddi-gozel waterfalls, 
Nokhur Lake and chestnut grove, located on mountain 
slopes at a height of  1000 m. In spring, that grove presents 

years. Some of  them are inserted into the list of  trees being 

begins in spring and in autumn. Nohur and Maral Lakes 
are picturesque corners of  the nature. Falls of  Misikh is 

the foot the Caucasian mountains. Northern part of  Gabala 

various constructions were found belonging to different 
periods of  history - defence walls, hearths and stoves, 
earthenware crockery, glass.
Not far from Nij village on the top of  Yaloylu Mountain in 

-
-

-

-

-

-

• The population: 101,5  thousand  
• Territory: 1548 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 024

Baku-Gabala-4 hours

Baku-Gabala- 1 hours
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earrings, burrs and other objects 
belonging to ancient people were 
found. Archaeological culture 
related to a certain period spread 
in the northern mountain and steep 
areas of  Azerbaijan, was called as 
the Culture of  Yaloylu. In Gabala 
various plants are cultivated – 
tobacco, barley, wheat; silkworm 
breeding is very popular.

centuries, Imam-Baba mausoleum, 
juma-mosque, octagonal mosque, 
museum study of  local lore.In Gabala 
region: Albanian temple of  IV–VIII 
centuries in Amili village; tower 

centuries in Bayramkokha village; 

village; Shikh-baba pir (sanctuary) of  

Komrad pir located at the top of  
Komrad Mountain; Albanian temple, 

mausoleums of  sheikhs Badreddin, 
Muhammad, Mansur and Eyyub 

Gabala 
Lake alace Espace Chenot, 
Karvansaray, 

, 

Restaurants: Khanlar, Ay Ishigi  

café  Gabala. 

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

Gabala Lake alace Espace Chenot, 
, 

, 
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Caucasian Albania was started by 

many centuries, in May 2006, in Nij 
village a very important event took 
place – the rebirth of  the separated 

among the Christian centres in the 
Caucasus. In the Albanian Church 
the service started again in Udin 
language. The acting Albainian 
church in Nij village will become the 

all the parishioners of  Albanian 
Christian Church in the Caucasus. As 
soon as Udins, living in Azerbaijan, 

the intention to restore the church 
in Nij, where they all come from, 

money, however, was not enough, 
and the restoration of  the church 
was accomplished with the help of  
a Norwegian charitable organization.   

GABALAND

Leisure  Centre in  Gabala - 
«Gabaland» due to its size and a 
number of  attractions is called 

is located in one of  the most 
picturesque regions ofAzerbaijan, 
this centre attracts summer tourists  
from Russia,  Iran 
and Turkey There has been built an 
amusement park equipped with slot 
machines of  British, Italian, German 

sq.m. There are two tracks for racing 
cars, motorcycle track, skating rink, 
swimming pool, volleyball, football 

centre, etc. There have been provided 

dishes both Azerbaijani and world 
cuisine.

-
-

-
-

-

-

-
-
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Oghuz region is located on the southern slopes of  Greater 
Caucasus and is bounded with Russia in the north. 

The highest spot of  the area is Malkamud Mountain (3879 
m) .Woods occupy 40 % of  the territory of  the area. On the 

blackberry, raspberry, alycha. There are animals such as wild 
boar, mountain goat, bear, and hare. Among birds: pheasant, 
hen, turaj, geese. The area of  Oguz was formed on 8th 
August, 1930 with the name of  Vartashen. Since February, 
1991 it has been renamed in Oguz. Settlements in these 

of  archaeological investigations an ancient settlement nearby 
villages of  Karimli and Garabaldir bronze knives, swords, 

the ceramic subjects are found concerning to the period of  

Jalud and Oguz city, concerning the ancient period, the 
fortress monument of  VII century Govur in Khacmaz, tower 

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

• The population: 42,6  thousand  
• Territory: 1077 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 024

Baku-Oghuz-5 hours
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and the Jalud village concerning to 
the beginning of  Middle Ages, give 
data about the historical past of  the 
area. In the region such traditional 
national handicrafts still function as 
carpet weaving, cutting on metal and 

village local hand workers weave 
carpets, jackets, scarves and etc. In 

produce woody ornament, caskets, 
beads and so on .

Surkhaykhan tower and tower of  

tower of  V–VIII centuries and two 
Albanian temples in Oghuz city; 

village; temple in Jalug village; 

century in Gumlag, Khachmaz, 
Sinjan, Bayan villages; Adil bridge 

Khachmaz village. Sights of  the 
area are the small and greater tower 
of  the antique period in Tarkesh 
village, Govur gala Fortress of  VI-

century in Karimli and Mukhas 
villages and others. 

Resort. It is possible to rent the 
room or home of  inhabitants.

Restaurants: Gaynama, Soyug bulag, 
777, Gobur, Shahdag, Kerimli, Forel, 
Shakhdag.

-

-

-

 

-

-
-
-

-

-

Afra, 

-
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Sheki region is one of  the most interesting, original and 
beautiful areas of  Azerbaijan. Administrative regional 

centre, Sheki city located at picturesque southern slopes 
of  Greater Caucasian Ridge on the background of  white 
snow tops is one of  the most ancient cities of  Azerbaijan. 
Sheki is an ancient city. There is a version that the name 

the name of  sak tribes lived here. Shaki is the ancient city 
of  skill, silkworm breeding, and trade, which the Great Silk 
way passed from the territory, united shopping centers of  
the Near and Far East countries with the West by means 
of  caravan ways. Sheki is an ancient city. There is a version 

received from the name of  sak tribes lived here. Shaki is the 
ancient city of  skill, silkworm breeding, and trade, which the 
Great Silk way passed from the territory, united shopping 
centers of  the Near and Far East countries with the West by 
means of  caravan ways.
Ancient Sheki was at route of  commercial ways and was 
huge trading centre and area of  developed silky and 

always visited bazaars. At the famous Sheki bazaars you can 

• The population: 181  thousand  
• Territory: 2433 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 024

Baku-Sheki-7 hours

Baku-Sheki-1 hours
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most part of  all Sheki city gained 
honour by its silk. Merchants from 
Europe, Asia, Middle East brought 
out towards countries of  the world, 
airy, transparent as veil sewed with 
the golden silk. We may just guess 
what liveliness was reigned in those 
places, when in the past via here was 
passed the Great Silk Way. By not 
less popularity were used as well 
as such amazing beauties as Sheki 
carpets.
In Sheki, today, there are many 
national handicrafts. Sheki craftsmen 
produce painting coffers, weaving 
women shawl «kelagayi», sewing on 
silk and velvet. Among products 
of  local handiwork, special interest 
causes «takulduz» - type of  weaving 
with usage of  silky fabrics. 

names of  streets denoting various 

(potters), Zargarlar, (jewellers), 

may visit the honourable ancient 
Sheki craft shops, where you will 

made of  metal, timber, various 
souvenirs.The Sheki cookery is 

particular amiability and merry pin 
of  inhabitants. Anyone visiting in the 
Sheki city will not be able to resist the 
temptation to taste the famous Sheki 
sweets: girmabadam, zilviya, pahlava 

nabat – boiled sugar, sweety 
peshveng done in a mouth mealy 
straw. That sweats, and undoubtedly 
we mean the well-known Sheki 

whole city.Continuing the talk about 
Sheki, it is necessary to emphasise 
one more interesting phenomenon 
of  the city - Sheki humour. Every 

April 1. At a warm night if  you walk 
alongside Sheki streets you will hear 
the peculiar dialect of  Sheki citizens 
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and feel an atmosphere surrounded 
you with cheerful benevolence. 

house-museum of  M.F.Akhunov; 

century; fortress wall; living house 

Albanian temple and Gizlar-galasi 

village; Gavur tower of  VI century 
in Bash Kaldak village; minaret of  

villages. In four kilometres to the 
north of  Sheki on the western Kish 
River bank, at Garatepe mountain 
atop there were stored ruins whilom 

enemies of  «Galarsan - gorarsan» 
fortress (come and see). Long years 
it safeguarded approaches to the 
city, not less acts of  breviaries had 
been wrote by its defendants into 

oppressors. Lev Tolstoy, in the 

place of  events had selected Sheki 
fortress.

in Kish village; Gelersen-gorersen 

Saadat Resort, Gartal Boarding 

village. Also it is possible to stay 

Restaurants: Yeddi gozel, Soyug 
bulag, Saadat. Sheki sweets will be 
offered to guests everywhere.
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of  Saint Elise was built in the 
mountainside in the small village 
of  Kish of  Sheki region. This is the 
most ancient temple - mother of  
Alban churches. The information 
about it has been saved in the 

who wrote history of  Caucasian 
Albania reminded in his works 
about this temple built in late I - 

to bow to God and make a wish, 
put the coins to the altar wall of  
the church come nowadays. Temple 
in the village of  Kish was restored 
on the means provided by Norway 

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-



96
                  www.oktours.az

Ba
ku

 - 
A

bs
he

ro
n

G
ub

a 
- K

ha
ch

m
az

Sh
irv

an
N

ak
hc

hi
va

n
G

ar
ab

ag
Sh

ek
i -

 Z
aq

at
ala

G
an

jab
as

ar
La

nk
ar

an
 - 

A
st

ar
a

with their huge branches - one of  
the most beautiful creations of  Azeri 

century without a nail. The special 
anti-seismic belts, due to which the 
palace was saved in spite of  often 
earthquakes, were applied by that 
period of  the architecture. It is 
amazing that unique collared lifting 
stained glass-windows - shebeke 
have been saved. It has from three to 
seven thousand details in one square 
meter and they were created without 

content is not known up to present. 
One stained glass window had been 
creating for 5–6 months. The hall 
could be turned into the veranda in 
a few second as the stained glass-
windows could be raised.
Temple in the village of  Kish 
was restored on the means 

Organization. 
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Gakh region is situated in the north-west side of  
Azerbaijan and bounds with Georgia. Alongside the 

border, Ganihchay (Alazanchay), Kumruk, Gashgachay, 

is lake and waterfalls. Climate on the south of  the area is 
subtropical, in the centre - hot moderate, in half  it is humid 
subtropical, at the top of  the highest mountain – cold. On 
the territory of  the area Ilisu Reserve is located. In mountain 
woods there are wolves, mountain goats, wild cats, wolfs, 
boars, jackals. In the area of  Ganig-Airichay valley, there are 

Administrative centre of  Gakh region is the small Gakh city 
situated at altitude more than 500 meters above sea level on 
nasty Kurmukhchay River beneath woody mountains of  the 
southern slope of  the Greater Caucasus. The name of  Gakh 
means «fortress». In 6 km to north-western side from Gakh, 
you can see Agchay village – picturesque village among fruit 
orchards and maiden forest. More impressive is the high 
mountain of  Ilisu village (former capital of  Ilisu Sultanat) 
located at height of  1400–1600 m above the sea level in 12 
km from Gakh city. The village is surrounded by sulphur 
mineral sources possessing by healthcare properties.

• The population: 55,2  thousand  
• Territory: 1494 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 024

Baku-Gakh-9 hours

Baku - Balaken-10 hours
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Albanian temple (VI century) and 

Albanian church (IV century) in 
Gulluk village; Ulu Korpu bridge of  

century) and Sumug tower in Ilisu 
village. Sumug tower was preserved 
in memory of  nation as one of  
combated bulwark of  the ultimate 

partner of  sheikh Shamil

Restaurants: Merkez and Gakh 
bash Gala, Caucasus, Min bir dad , 
Migidana,  Shafa. 

Basilica in the village of  Gum is 
situated in beautiful forest gorge on 
the bank of  Gumchay River.
Mounting parts of  the construction 
are the columns of  the outer galleries, 
arches, straight arches, and outer 
corners of  the building made from 
the square stone. Monumentality of  
the architectural forms, chiaroscuro 
of  plenty of  the outdoor roundabout 

arches, picturesque structure of  
the multicoloured wall laying were 

monument related to VI century 

Temple in Lekit village forms round 
circle at the diameter of  22 meters 
in its design. The temple in Lekit by 
its appearance is a three-level central-
cupola composition. 

-

-
-

-

-

-

Caucasus, Min bir dad, Migidana,  
Shafa. 
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regions of  the Great Caucasus there 
were many defence constructions- 
square towers. Strategically 
important places were located here 
and performed the function of  
observation posts. One of  them 
– the tower in Ilisu village, called 
by local people «Sumug-gala», was 
used to block the passage to Ilisu 
that was the centre of  a sultanate 
bearing the same name at that time 
and one of  key elements in the chain 
of  defence system, protecting the 
capital of  the sultanate from attacks 
from the lowland. In the middle of  

an armed struggle began under the 
rule of  Sheikh Shamil. Inhabitants 
of  Ilisu still remember the historical 
facts related to this period and 
connected with the name of  the 

and supporter of  Shamil. Warriors 
of  Shamil defended Sumug-gala 
without letting Russian troops to 
enter Ilisu and then further, to the 
mountains and ravines, from where 
roads were leading right to the rear 
part of  the territory controlled by 
the rebels. 

of  river stone, lime solution, and 
baked brick. All people of  village 
took part in the construction of  the 
bridge. In addition to the building 
materials light-colored eggs were 
used as a liquid in the construction 
of  bridge. The bridge built by Ilisu 
skilful masters, the names of  which 
remain still unknown, now is used, 
too.
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Zagatala region is located on the north-west of  
Azerbaijan, at rocked bed slopes of  the Greater 

The highest point is Guton Mountain (3648 m). The wood 
cover takes half  of  the territory.
More than half  of  the territory is covered by mountains and 
forests. Chestnut, walnut, hazelnut, oak, beech, hornbeam, 
elm and other valuable tree species grow here. Forests are 
inhabited by deer, mountain goats, wild boars, bears, wolves, 
hares, pheasants, grouse, mountain eagles and other animals. 

favorable conditions for ecological tourism. Zagatala Reserve 
occupies part of  the area territory A climate is moderated 

tundra at the mountainous part.  Travelling by tourist paths 
on foot or on horseback you can observe the behavior of  
animals and birds, take photos and videos. There are suitable 
places for the rest and overnight stay for tourists on these 
routes. There are favorable conditions for hunting pheasant 
and waterfowl, wild boar, hares and other animals there. 
Good conditions for skiing in winter are around the Gash 
village. There are various versions concerning orign of  the 

• The population: 124,7  thousand  
• Territory: 1350 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 024

Baku-Zaqatala-11 hours

Baku-Balaken-11 hours
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name «Zagatala» (on ethymology). 
One of  them is that the name of  

of  word of  «Sakatala» (plain of  
Sak). The Sak tribes came to the 
Asia, settled also in the territory 
of  Albania in VII century B.C. 
Zagatala was an integral part of  the 
ancient Caucasian Albania, settled 
down in the West. It is assumes that 
the name of  Zagatala originates 
from transformation of  the name 
«Zaki talasi» (Zaki glade), on behalf  

family to establish a settlement here
In the city there is interesting natural 

tree), age of  which makes 700 years. 
The basis of  economy is made with 
plant growing, beekeeping, tobacco-
growing, the animal husbandries, 

industry are available in this region.

village; Albanian tower of  IV–V 

Albanian tower of  II–IV centuries 
in Mamrukh village; Chingezgala 

in Akhakhdere village; tower of  

century in Gezbarakh and Galal 

many villages.

Zagatala city; Lazzat Resort in Jar 
village; Goycha Resort in Yukhari 
Tala village; Turgut Motel ; Murad 
Motel.

Restaurants: Lazzat, Turgut, Turan, 
Tala, Murad, cafe Gorush. 
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The Balakan area locates in thenorthwest of  Azerbaijan at 
the bottom of  mountains, being one of  the most beautiful 

corners of  Azerbaijan, distinguish with the charming nature 

of  the Great Caucasus are Sagatlar, Guton (3648) peaks, and 
the largest passes are Gubek with 3480 meters and Tinovroso 
(Suayiran) 3374 meters. There are many mountain rivers 
(Alazan (Ganikh), Mazim, Balakan, Katekh) in the territory of  
the area. The waterfall of  Katekh is one of  the most beautiful 
and nook places. «Balaken» word literally means «small 

regions in Shaki-Zagatala zones. In the region, there are many 
mountain rivers, lake spread out nearby Katekh Mountain. In 
the northern part of  the region there is woodland, where such 
trees as grab, alder, oak, chestnut, acacia, out of  brushwood – 
strawberry and dog-rose grow. There are more than 30 types 
of  medicinal herbs. Balaken area occupies two third territory 

hectares of  the area. Agrarian sector, like animal hisbandry, 
grain-growing, tobacco-cultivation, silkworm-breeding, 
cultivation of  fruits and vegetables occupies the main place in 
the economy of  Balakan. In the area there various handicrafts 

-

-

-

-

-

• The population: 42,6  thousand  
• Territory: 934 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 024

Baku-Balaken-11 hours

Baku-Balaken-12 hours
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are developed such as ceramic 
occupancy, products manufactured 
from copper, manufacturing of  
tracery timber lattices -shebeke, 
cutting on wood, tanning and 
«tambour seam» handicraft being 
rare in Azerbaijan – type of  
embroidery, under which being on 
dark background, one may perform 
complicated fanciful pattern with 
silky bright threads. 

underground impoundment and 
mosque (1780) in Gullar village; 
mosque with unusual the highest 

in Balaken city; memorial of  Iron 
Age - Nokho Cave on Gubek 
mountain; pir (sanctuary) and ruins 
of  living place of  V–VIII centuries 
having been located beneath the 
mountain in 2 km to the west of  
Mahamalar village; «Nur» church; 

century and two ancient temples in 

century in Tulu village; mosque of  

Shabalidlig and Katekh restaurants. 

the open air in various improvised 
kebabkhanas.
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Flora and fauna of  Shaki and Zagatala 
region is rich and various. There are 
a lot of  rivers and waterfalls here. At 
the same time the region is famous 
for its nuts, hazelnuts, chestnut, 
apple, raspberry, strawberry and 
some herbals. 
Shaki- Zagatala region is known for 
its very rich cuisine. Sheki is famous 
for its, Sheki halvasi, Sheki pakhlavasi 
and sweets. Wherever you come to 
the country, be sure to order the Sheki 
halva, it is likely that it will make you 

-
-

-

-

-
-



105
                  www.oktours.az

Ba
ku

- A
bs

he
ro

n
G

ub
a 

- K
ha

ch
m

az
Sh

irv
an

N
ak

hc
hi

va
n

G
ar

ab
ag

Sh
ek

i -
 Z

aq
at

ala
G

an
jab

as
ar

La
nk

ar
an

 - 
A

st
ar

a

Eastern dessert, made from sugar, 
nuts or seeds, a word used to describe 
several types of  confectionery. 
One type of  halva is based on the 
crushed oilseeds. The other type is 

which is essentially a lamb stew with 
chickpeas. The real curiosity of  the 

the middle! This fat comes from the 
tail of  the sheep and is fried before 
being put into the soup.
The dishes are prepared to a guest 
according to season. In Shaki they 
lay a tablecloth in accordance with 
the season. Shaki people make pilau 
according to season as well. They 
make pilau with minced-meat in 
winter, with funnel in summer and 
with chighirtma in autumn. 
Regional dishes of  Gakh, Balakan and 
Zagatala regions differ from other 
regions of  Azerbaijan, including 

«dolma» or jerked meat to store meat 
in winter. «Sulhullu», «sikhma» etc. 

Gabala cuisine differs for its pickles. 
White cucumber, medlar and cherry-
plum pickles decorating the meals 
concern to this region.
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Ganja is the second city of  Azerbaijan by scale - memorial 
of  the ancient culture, industrial centre of  the western 

Azerbaijan. The city is located at Ganja-Gazakh terrain, on 
both Ganjachay riverbanks. In 25 kilometres to the south 
from Ganja, at the northern slopes of  Murovdag, at height 
of  1566 meters over the sea level there is outspreaded the 
most beautiful lake Goygol. With aim of  rare nature to be 

it was founded Goygol Reserve. On its territory, there is 

there is situated another mountain lake Maralgol.  According 
to one scientist the basis of  city were incorporated during 
Macedonian (336-323-B.C.), according to others in II-IV 
centuries B.C.This city, having been plaid enormous part 
in the history of  Azerbaijan, was located on crossing of  
caravan ways, where travellers stayed, and alien scientists 
enjoyed with their conversations. 

capital, Ganja commences to play important part in social-
economical and cultural life of  the country. In life of  the city 
the trading and handicraft occupy considerable important 
place. For handicraft, developing here economical potentiality 

• The population: 330  thousand  
• Territory: 110 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 022

Baku-Ganja-7,5 hours

Baku-Ganja-1 hours

Baku-Ganja-11 hours
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far from Ganja, supplied craftsmen 

formed Ganja as a capital of  the 
country, special attention had been 
paid up as well as to strengthening 
of  military power of  the city. There 
were already constructed villain 
walls, dikes were trenched out; the 

grown up and become forced 
increasingly. There were erected 
palaces, new fortress, bridges, 
caravanserai, it was started to coin 
money. In 1063 blacksmith Ibrahim 
produced the well-known gates of  
Ganja. To the best of  Ganja to be 
converted into huge centre, it was 
developed economy and culture. 
Ganja silk and products made of  
it had conquered sympathies of  
purchasers not only at local markets, 
but at foreign ones as well. Ganja 
was considered as religious centre.

the second capital of  Atabeys State. 

became known far beyond country, 
it raised up to the level «Mothers 
of  Aran cities». Fabric that had 
been manufactured here and called 
«Ganja silk» received the highest 
marks markets of  Middle East.

before capture of  it by Tsar Russia 

Khanate was inserted into the staff  
of  Russian Empire, and Ganja had 
been renamed into Yelizavetpol. 

had been renamed once more into 
Kirovobad. The name of  the city 
had returned to Ganja just in 1989.

Mehseti-khanum poetess, Mirza 

culture Ganja had kept its image as 
beautiful city with the majority of  
architectonics memorials. 

from adjacent mines are supplying 
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enterprise with metallurgical 
industry of  Ganja. In the city 
there are developed porcelain, silky 
branches of  industry, reprocessing 
of  agricultural products, wine, 
confectionery manufacturing, 

is evaluated Ganja carpets in 

University Ganja city as well as has 

of  cotton farming. There is the 
Olympic Sport Centre in the city 
having been constructed at levels of  
modern requirements.

Mausoleum of  Jomard Gassab; 
mausoleum of  Nizami; Juma 
mosque (1606) a mosque of  Shah 
Abbas; caravanserai of  Ugurlu-khan 

(1606); Khan Bagi (1700), Library of  

khan; shah Abbas caravanserai; 

Sharafkhanli mosque; bathhouse 

Molla Jalil mosque; Russian 

of  Tatlar,  Bala Bagban, Girkhli, 

bottled house; Niyazli mill.

Restaurants: Elnur, Gaya, Kur 
Khazar, Kapaz, Ganjlik. Goygol, 
Zolotoy.

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
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Goygol (Khanlar) was stretched till the bottom of  the 
mountain ridge of  the Small Caucasus. Goygol is 

situated in 15 km to the south from the railway station of  
Ganja.
The regional centre, Goygol city, former Elenendorf, was 
founded at place of  the ancient settlement Khanliglar by 

settlers, about 118 families of  colonists have arrived to 

colony in this area, named in honour of  great princess Elena 

Azerbaijan population. For years of  Germans created high 
samples of  material culture, unique housing constructions 
with deep cellars like natural refrigerators, manufacturing 
techniques of  wine and other production in Azerbaijan life.  It 

but they returned and informed that there were no favorable 
conditions for life there. This fact even more convinced 
Germans to stay in Azerbaijan. The great-grandfather of  the 
same Forer spoke that «we want to live in such places that 

small hydroelectric power station in 1912. In 50 years from 

• The population: 70  thousand  
• Territory: 1030 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 022

Baku-Goygol-8 hours
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the time of  the basis of  small town 
Elenendorf  with the population 
hardly more than 20 thousand 
began to play an appreciable role in 
economy of  Russian empire. And 
not only owing to winemaking, 
but also as a result of  enterprise 
of  a local German community 
which established very favourable 
business, manufacture of  phaetons 

Stalin times they were deported 
to the Middle Asia, but town still 
keeps the traces of  their presence: 

church. Goygol is one of  cities of  
Azerbaijan with the most surprising 
history. Within many decades it 
played rather original role, it was 
capital of  German settlements in 
the Caucasus. The basis of  modern 
economy of  Goygol is made with 
animal husbandried and plant-
cultivation.

century), «Uch gozlu korpu» bridge 

(1854) in Goygol city; «Ag korpu» 

Zurnabad village; mausoleum of  

Gabriel church (1674) in Shahriyar 

Topalhasanli. 
 

from the dishes in the restaurants 
Araz, 101, Titanik, Muraz, Goygol, 
Jannetmekan.

-

-

-

-
-
-

-

-

-

-
-

Mekan Resort.

-
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Mingachevir city is located on 55 m above a level of  
the World Ocean, in a moderate-warm semidesertic 

zone. Namely here, Kura River, on bank of  which the city is 
outspread, is escaped towards Kura-Araz terrain from narrow 
ravine, having had sawed by it in mountains of  Bozdag. 
Now, dam of  hydroelectric station fences the river valley. On 
the place of  ravine it was formed enormous Mingechevir 
water basin, by waterfalls of  which there are being irrigated 
a considerable massive of  dried fertilize lands, and instead 
of  former road deadlock there different parts of  convenient 

city testify that there was a large settlement in the territory 
of  ancient settlement of  Sudagilan. The rests of  the ancient 
cult construction have been found out. The greater stone 
capital bearing the symbolical image of  two peacocks, 

It was made from the soft stone of  yellowish color. The 
Albanian inscription is carved in its top part. Greek, Roman, 
Sasanies coins found here allow to carry erection of  the 

turkish traveller Evliya Chalabi wrote that on the right bank 

• The population: 101,6  thousand  
• Territory: 1030 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 024

Baku-Mingechevir -6 hours

Baku-Ganja-6 hours



113
                  www.oktours.az

Ba
ku

- A
bs

he
ro

n
G

ub
a 

- K
ha

ch
m

az
Sh

irv
an

N
ak

hc
hi

va
n

G
ar

ab
ag

Sh
ek

i -
 Z

aq
at

ala
G

an
jab

as
ar

La
nk

ar
an

 - 
A

st
ar

a

of  the Kur river, near to mountain 
Bozdag there were some mosques, 
craft and weaver’s workshops, 
masterful silks on manufacture, 
there was a bridge and road through 
the Kur. This road was the safest 
during the high water of  the river 
and connected between itself  not 
only western and also the east part 
of  Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan also 
was connected with neighbouring 
countries by means of  this road 
as it created huge conditions for 
running the trade. Other sources 
also contained numerous data on 
the development of  silkworm-

of  baths and caravan-sheds in 
this territory during ancient times. 

on Kura riverbank, Mingechevir 
attracts attention of  many local and 

among guests there are sites with 
well-equipped restaurants and tea-
houses nearby Kura River. At Kura 
riverbank there is located Olympic 
Base on boat race.

Three archeologic monuments 
are discovered in the territory of  
the city. They are the settlement 
concerning to the period of  early 
and middle Bronze Age, concerning 
to the period of  the end Bronze and 
early iron centuries, a necropolis 
concerning to III-I centuries B.C. 

Kur, Ag Saray.

Restaurants: Ateshgah, Ana Kur, 
cafes: Cosmos, Izmir, Ganjlik.

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

Samani,  Kur, Ag Saray.

-
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Shamkir distinguish with its favourable economic and 

fertile. The mountain ridges of  the Small and Great Caucasus 
- Agdaglar, Yasamaldagi, the wood of  «Garamoglu», 

reach vineyards stretches here on huge space, the rivers of  

Shamkir and Yenikand water basins. Natural monuments are 
245 east plane trees. On 20 hectares in Chinarli settlement 
there is a wonderful nook of  the nature with rare kinds of  
trees from America, Africa and southern Asia which basis 
was laid by Germans-colonists. Natural bowels of  region are 
rich not only with mineral sources, Jeyranchol is rich with 
reserves of  oil, there are copper deposits near Chanlibel 
village, limestone is found in Zayam.
Average temperature of  the year is 14,8 C, in January it is 

C. Annual quantity of  rainfalls is 350-600 mm. It takes one 
hour to get to Ganja city and you will be in the administrative 
centre  - Shamkir. Shamkir city acquired its name from ancient 
equivalent fortress, ruins of  which preserved in 20 km to the 
east of  the town, near Mukhtariat village. Foundation of  
Shamkir town relates to V-VI centuries. The town was located 

• The population: 207  thousand  
• Territory: 1660 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 022

Baku-Shamkir-7 hours

Baku-Agstafa-9 hours
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on Big Shamkir riverbank, being 

Wealth of  the city always attracted 
attention of  foreign merchants and 
invaders. Following regular crushing 
defeats, staying alive not numerous 
population had left Shamkur and 
lied for the night in 9-10 km from 
the previous inhabited locality. 

into khanate Shamkir was a part of  
Ganja khanate. In the beginning of  

the German colony of  Annenfeld 
in Shamkir. The city all still keeps 
elements of  German settlement 
of  Annenfeld direct streets and 

The basis of  economy is made with 
agriculture. Industrial construction 
and trade is developed alongside 

The ancient city of  Shamkir (middle 
Ages), fortress of  Nadir Shah, Giz 
Galasi in Tatarli and Seyfali villages 

Abbasli village, Tatarl village, bridge 

century); Koroglu-galasi tower 

near Shamkir city; Lutheran church 
(1909) in Shamkir city; mosque of  

Giz Galasi tower in Ashagi Seyfali 
village; churches in villages of  

Yujhari Chaykend; Giz Galasi tower 

Zayam River.

Sarai, Efes - 1». 

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-
-

-
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Tovuz region is located in the North-West of  Azerbaijan. 
The relief  of  the territory is subdivided into four 

zones for the features: high mountains middle upland, low 
mountains and foothills. The southern part of  area concerns 
to middle upland and to the high-mountainous relief, the 
central part belongs to low mountains and to foothill relief  

annual temperature of  air is equal 8-130C in January the 
temperature varies within the limits of  -1-40

0C in July. Average annual relative humidity is equal to 71%. 
The annual quantity of  precipitation is 400-700 mm. The 
Kur River divides the area into two parts, the Tovuz River 
runs here.
The most part of  the forest on distance of  40-50 km from 
the center is located in mountain district. A lot of  wild-
growing fruit trees, various berries and herbs grow in the 

ancient settlements of  people, was a place of  residing 

presence ancient monuments in the area. There are places 
of  settlements of  the late bronze period in Bayramli village, 

settlement of  Mantajtepe (eneolith) to the northeast from 

• The population: 168,4  thousand  
• Territory: 1970 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 022

Baku-Tovuz-9 hours

Baku-Agstafa-10 hours
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of  Torpaggala (the antique period 
and Middle Ages) on the right 
bank the Kur river, near Mulkulu 
villages, settlement of  Torpagala 
(III-IV century), ancient cemeteries, 
the mausoleums, the remains of  
caravanserai among them. According 
to ancient Turkic sources, the name 
of  city comes from name of  Turkic 
speaking tribes «oguz, toguz».
Tovuz became famous not only for 
the singers-ashigs, here honour and 
multiply traditions of  the cultural 
heritage at all times.Tovuz is 

is occupied with cattle-breeding and 
agriculture everywhere.

Bridge, mosque and mausoleum (all 

village; two octahedral mausoleums 
in Gazgulu village; bridge “Sultan-

River; dwelling houses and water 

two mills, mosque, two mausoleums, 

in Yukhari Oysuzlu village. From 
three mausoleums in Yanigli village, 
two squares and one octahedral and 
tumbledown octahedral mausoleum 

up to the present day. The bridge 

century) is situated nearby to this 
mausoleum. Ruins of  Koroglu 

been kept in mountains.

oglular.

Restaurants: Abdioglular,

tasty Azeri dishes for the guests.

-
-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

oglular.
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Gazakh region is situated on the west of  Azerbaijan. 
Along the territory of  the area, Kura, Chogaz, 

the mountain there is starting plain, covered with alpine 
grasslands. That eylag Altuntakh is (Golden throne). 
Behind that one there is blue ravine Inja (gracious), cutting 
through mountain chain. At the rear of  Inja’s ravine there is 
mountain Garagoyunlu getting rise over thereof. Alongside 
rivers there are outspreaded Tugay woods. From history of  
the area, it is known that in VIII century general Mervan 
ibn Muhammad founded settlement, which called «Kasal». 
Gazakh – ultimate huge town located on the western 
border of  the Republic. Gazakh – homeland of  talented 
Azerbaijanian poets, scientists, artists, ashigs. On that land, 

had called him «God of  artillery». 
Gazakh is one of  the centres of  carpet farming. By that 
handicrafts traditionally up to now many inhabitants of  
the area still have been involving therein. Throughout the 
all territory of  Azerbaijan, there are known and being in 

• The population: 93,7 thousand  
• Territory: 700 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 022

Baku-Gazakh-12 hours

Baku-Gazakh-11 hours
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honour the Gazakh singers - ashigs. 
In village of  Yukhari Salakhli, it still 
kept practically all kinds of  rituals 
and customs having been bound 
with running of  spring feast-day 
Novruz Bayrami. Guests of  the said 
holiday are become witnesses of  
the fact when in the deepest ancient 
times it was celebrated the day of  

Gazakh city. In 1918 in Gazakh it 

Republic, teaching seminary. In 
Gazakh you may be allured with 
beautiful mosque, ancient but still 
operated bath houses. In the city, 

palace of  culture, and museum with 

horse plant, where horses with 
famous diliboz breeds are being 
ranched. The aforesaid breed of  
too much enduring horses had been 
ranched in Gazakh region.

century) over the Khramchayj 
river;temple in Yukhari Askipara 
village (V-VIII centuries), Albanian 

centuries); group of  mausoleums 

century in Alpout village; camps 
of  antique man in the caves near 

Mountain.

Two hotels on the Gazakh-Tbilisi 

city of  Gazakh.

Shahin, Gafgaz, Elite, Nergiz, 
Elsever, Aysel, Garabag, Chanlibel. 

-
-

-
-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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opularity to the region was brought by Naftalan city, 
being emerged comparatively recently at the place 

of  small identity settlement. Naftalan - resort town with 
sanatoriums and recreation houses. Main wealth - Naftalan 
oil. Etymology of  the name of  Naftalan is connected with 
ancient name of  Indian oil - nafta which means «leaking» or 
«drained through». Medicinal naftalan oil is being honourably 

for nerved, gynaecological, urological, leather diseases, as 
well as liver disorder, joints and out jointed soft webs of  
abutment movable apparatus. It was not without reason that 
in antic story it is said as magical woman Medeya had donated 
ointment to hero of  ancient Greek epos – Argounaut Yason. 
That mentioned ointment made him not burning, cared him 

of  peoples from various corners of  Asia, as well as from 
far India have been seeking evasions from various kinds 
of  illnesses in the land of  Azerbaijan, taken out Naftalan 
oil from here intended for curing there in their lands. The 
whole caravans of  camels, being loaded with fatty sacks with 
oil, moved forward towards Far Eastern countries.
Since 1887 German engineer Yeger have been starting to 
manufacture «Naftalan» ointment in Germany, which had 

• The population: 9,7 thousand  
• Territory: 5 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 022

Baku-Nafatalan-6 hours
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Japanese war on rucksacks of  
Japanese soldiers there were cans, 
containing Naftalan ointment. On 
those cans, there was such a short 
cheered up legend: «This one who 
has that ointment, he is not afraid 
of  wounds». In Naftalan there 

pair of  crutches having been left 
for not needs by sicker following 
his recovery. Wine growing, cattle 
breeding, cotton-cultivation grain-
growing, and beekeeping arrange 
the basis of  economy of  area.

centuries in Gulustan village; tower 

Kurekchay village; mausoleum 

Gizilhajili and Sarov. Architectural 
monuments: place of  people to be 
in colony of  I millennium BC in 2,5 
km to the north of  Geran station; 
Gochtepe - place of  Bronze Age 
colony in 2 km to north-east of  
Goranboy city; Tepeyazilan - area 
of  habitants settlement of  Middle 
Ages nearby Gizilhajili village. 
Tumulus of  late bronze epoch in 
Borsunlu village of  Goranboy area 
represents big interest. 

sanatoria, Garabag. 

Bahar restaurant. It is also possible 
to have a dinner in snack bars and in 
kebabkhanas.

-
-
-

-

-
-

-
-
-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
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When speaking about Ganjabasar 
cuisine, we may cite such sweets as 

Ganja pakhlava is made usually 
on the eve of  Novruz Bayram in 
different cities and regions of  the 
republic, engagement and wedding 
ceremonies. Ganja pakhlava differs 
from the others made in other 
regions with its size and spices 
added to it. Ganja pakhlava is usually 
made in copper tray and cooked on 

-
-
-

-

-
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the cinder and cut as rhombus in big 
pieces. A special Azerbaijani dish is 

and enriched with meat or vegetable 

more unusual recipes of  Azerbaijani 
pilaf  – pilaf  with milk, eggs or nuts, 

Azerbaijani pilaf  differs with original 
way of  cooking and serving: rice and 

usually washed down with sorbet – 
soft drink with fruit and berry juices, 
as well as with tea infused on seeds 
and buds of  various plants. There is 
also a vegetarian version of  this dish 
- a salmon, stuffed with spinach, 
coriander, fennel, pomegranate 
seeds and grated feta cheese. For 
tea the Azerbaijanis usually serve 
jam, made from watermelon, white 
dogwood, young walnuts, as well 
as so-called cherry-sized paradise 
apples. Azerbaijanis love to jam is 
so great that it is made even from 
olives. It is common to serve the 
sweet buffet with nuts, raisins, 
pressed sugar with different syrups.

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-
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Lankaran region is located at southeast part of  Azerbaijan, 
at Lankaran terrain, spreading on tens of  kilometres. 

Waters of  Caspian Sea wash out the territory of  the region 
in the eastern side. 29 thousands hectares of  the area are 
covered with woods. Climate of  Lankaran city is humid-
subtropical. Summer is dry and hot, and autumn is rainy. 
Annual amount of  downfalls constitutes 1400–1600 mm. 
Round year those places are covered with green livery of  
spring.

are known around the world for their relict and endemic 
trees. Ferrous tree, azat, silky acacia, oak, eucalyptus, cork 

widening deciduous oak. This type of  tree refers to the third 
generation of  relict trees. Its height ranges 40–45 meters. 
One of  the most distinguished features of  relict greenery 
– ferrous tree is that in winter period of  time, leaves on 
trees do not fall ever, but become dried and stay on the tree. 
Forests are abundant with wild growing fruit trees, medicine 
and shrubby herbs. The maritime shorelines spread near 
Lankaran city that has marvelous sandy beaches. In the area 

• The population: 220,8  thousand  
• Territory: 1539 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 025

Baku-Lankaran-9 hours

Baku-Lankaran-1 hours

Baku-Astara-11 hours
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The region has rich river network. 
In radius of  10–25 km out of  the 
area centre there Lankaran, Veravul, 
Boladi and Gumbashi Rivers are 

out due to rain draughts; many of  
them run into Caspian Sea. In spring 
and autumn times of  year, the rivers 
show their rapid character. For water 
of  rivers usage intended for wetting, 
there is Khanbulanchay water basin 
had been constructed. Lankaran 
area is important agricultural zone. 

of  sun and to the highest fertility 
of  soil, Lankaran is famed with 
subtropical cultures: with tea, 
Japanese persimmon, feijoa, lemon, 

spring vegetables are being grown. 

Tea growing is one of  the more 
developed and marginal types of  
agricultural activity in the region.

In Lankaran city: Kichik Gala 
mosque; Guldasta minaret; 

Evi (Khan palace); Ballabyur 

centuries, presents the uniform 

time Zindan was used, as a prison 
for political prisoners and “father of  

them, too. 

ada, Meshechi.

-

-
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Astara region is located in the south – eastern part of  the 
country, on the border with Iran. That is one of  the 

occupied by Talish Mountains. Forests cover 37000 hectares 

charmed wayfarer by its unique beauty and freshness. Talish 
Mountains are covered with thick wood, main part of  which 
constitute relict trees such as oak, demiragaj (ferrous tree). 
Rigid wood of  the ferrous tree is used for manufacturing of  

eternal green butcher’s broom; among of  family of  lianas: 

other animals are being habituated. In the region on the 
seashore, there are many splendid beaches, and water is pure 
and transparent. 

picturesque: woody mountains and subtropics. In the left 

narrow line. Astara region is considered one of  the main 
tea farming, citrus, vegetables farming regions. Nearby 

• The population: 103,9 thousand  
• Territory: 616,4 sq.km 
• Telephone code: 994 025

Baku-Astara-10 hours

Baku-Astara - 8 hours
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sulphur, remedial water, being called 
among nation as Assadulla-bulagi. 

phenomenon: whilst burning match 

subtropical. Annual quantity of  
rainfalls is 1600 mm. Average 

to–2 C in winter, and in summer it 

picturesque city-port. Astara city is 
situated near Talish Mountains and 
surrounded with rice plantations. 
Astara is important transit point on 
the way of  Baku-Tehran.

the West of  Alasha village, Ekdast 
Fortress in Tangarud village, 
and Shindan Fortress and Kafu 
Fortress are situated on the top of  
the mountain in the territory of  
Astara. The fortress and mosque 

in 1499 in Archivan village and 
Shah Ismayil Khatai visited there, 

village being known among people 
as Babek Tower; tower in Nidus 

Teymur, mausoleum of  Seyid Jamal 
and bathhouse of  Meshadi Abutalib 

Seyid Ahmad in Mashkhan village. 
In Gapichimahalla village, there still 

necropolis of  III-I centuries, ruins 
of  ancient fortress, mausoleum, 
statues, being related to Bronze and 
Stone Ages.

Savalan, Komruk. 
 

Restaurants: Sahil, Tourist, Terminal, 
Komruk.
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heavens with a hand one of  the most picturesque corners 

mountains, deep forests, rivers and waterfalls, crystalline 
pure fresh air and fertile soil. Mineral waters of  Lerik, 
«Buludul», «Zaringala», «Zuvand», «Khansu», «Khanbulag» 
are known outside of  the republic. The highest points in 
the area are Komurgoy (2492 m) and Gisyurdu (2433 m) 

zones in Lerik are Byulyudyul (20 km from the centre of  the 
district) and Zyarigala (17 km).  In the woods and along the 
banks of  Lerik river are all conditions for hunting wild boar, 

parts of  mountain forests. Currently a research program for 
conservation of  this rare animal is in progress. In forests and 
alongside the Lerik riverbanks, there are valuable conditions 

badly accessible corners of  woods, among mountains one 

• The population: 80,8 thousand  
• Territory: 1084 sq.km 
• Telephone code: 994 025

Baku-Lerik-7 hours
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can even meet leopard. Nowadays, 

carried out destined at protecting 

history, the subjects concerning to 
the Stone Age have been found in 
territory of  Lerik area. Traces of  
ancient people are found out heren 
that lived during an average paleolith 
epoch in Buzeir cave, by length of  
12 meters and width of  6 meters. 

impressions about this beautiful 
country and its inhabitants in his 
works. Lerik area was always famous 
for its long living men, among 
which Shirali Muslumov, who set up 
New World record upon life term 
duration, having lived 163 years 
(1812–1975). Another long living 
person Mahmud Eyvazov lived 
150 years (1808–1958). Knowingly 
unique in the country Museum of  
Long-livers is created only in this 
district! Moreover, the phenomenal 
facts were marked in our country 
when spouses lived till «Red 
wedding» - the 100 anniversaries of  
a joint life. The oldest resident  of  

is already 115 years old and  has 
8 children, 80 grandchildren, 60 
great-grandchildren and 8 great-
great-grandchildren. In addition to 
the unique nature this region has 
always been famous for its original 
culture and ancient history. A cave 
station where Stone Age people 
lived (called «Giz Yurdu»)  has been 
found near mountain village Mistan 
at an altitude of  2430 m. An ancient 
inscriptions on rocks near which 
there were traces of  ancient buildings 
have been discovered in Orand 
highland. The animal husbandry 
and plant growing, partially 
gardening and vegetable growing 
arrange the basis of  the economic 
life of  the area. The following crafts 
are developed in this district: carpet 
weaving, manufacturing of  various 
household objects made of  wood 
and pottery. The local feature of  the 
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Roya, Khayal, Babek.

carpet weaving is that carpets are 
woven not on a vertical loom but 
on a horizontal one, laid out right 

They are ruins of  the ancient fortress 

galasi, and Giz-galasi at the top 
of  Talyshs mountains, mausoleum 
of  Khoja Seid in Khanagah village 

century in Lulakaran village; ancient 
settlement «Giz Yurdu» nearby 
Mistan village located at height of  

Kekonu village; mausoleum of  Jabir 

Khalifa Zakariya near Jengemiran 
village

Babek.

Restaurants: Avtovagzal, Tural, 
Roya, Khayal. 
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Masally - agricultural region situated on main road, 
leading from Baku city onto the south to Lankaran 

and Iran. The area is surrounded by the Caspian Sea from 
the one side and Talish Mountains - from the other. By relief  
the area can be divided into mountain (Talish) and plain 
(Lankaran terrain) parts. Climate is subtropical. The rivers 

the forestry of  Gariblar and Yenikand having such valuable 
species of  trees as beech, hornbeam, ferrous tree, alder, and 
oak. In hunting farm of  Girmizi village one may hunt on 
woody beasts and birds, and in the territory, which is closer 

surface and subterranean resources. A wonderful corner of  
nature around the river of  Istisu - is one of  the most popular 
recreation areas in the region. Mineral waters of  Istisu and 
other warm resources are considered to be indispensable 
medicines against rheumatism and other diseases. Masalli 

in territory of  Masalli 15-20 thousand years ago. For tourists 

• The population: 220,8  thousand  
• Territory: 1539 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 025

Baku-Lankaran-9 hours

Baku-Astara-11 hours
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Local lore, history and economy in 
the town, to be familiarized with 
products of  traditional national 
crafts: in Musakuja village – this is 
«khasir» - plaited mats, in Turkoba 
village - head shawls, in Erkivan 
village - various ceramic products, 
in mountain villages - carpets, 
jorabs (socks), gloves; in villages 
of  Gariblar, Kolatan, Sigdash - 
timbered products decorated with 
national ornament.

century) in Khishgadara village; 

Erkivan village; mediaeval Sahhat 
tower in Ninalov village; mediaeval 
Shahriyar tower in Shahriyar village; 

village; Giz Galasi tower in Gariblar 
village; mediaeval Mahmud-galasi 
tower and mausoleum of  Baba Seid-

village; mausoleum of  Baba Samed 
in Rudekanar village; Babek tower 

centuries in Kohna Alvadi village; 
mausoleum of  Garib Seid in 
Shatiroba village; mediaeval tower 

Bulag Resort .
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The favorable geographical situation 
of  this region attracted people from 
time immemorial. Lankaran is a 
subtropical area that has the most 

is known as the place where rare 
birds and animals inhabitate. The 
region which is deemed to be the 
land of  long lived people is world-
wide famous for its generous and 
hospitable people, rich cultural and 
historical traditions, unmatched 
cuisine and folk art. 

-

-

-

-

-



135
                  www.oktours.az

Ba
ku

- A
bs

he
ro

n
G

ub
a 

- K
ha

ch
m

az
Sh

irv
an

N
ak

hc
hi

va
n

G
ar

ab
ag

Sh
ek

i -
 Z

aq
at

ala
G

an
jab

as
ar

La
nk

ar
an

 - 
A

st
ar

a

The region is the only area in the 
republic where zebun are cultivated. 

akula, chilayi, reyhani, white chila, 
red chila, beybu, mazandarani, etc. 
are cultivated in this region in the 
old times. Along with rice you can 

such as feijoa, lemon, mandarin and 

-pilau», «suzma-pilau», «pumpkin-

lavangi, chicken lavangi) are wide-
spread here.

-

-

-

-
-
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Barda region is located on the northwest part of  Kura-
Araz terrain. The region centre - Barda city is situated 

in the centre of  Garabag plain, on Terterchay riverbank. 
Through the territory of  the region there Rivers of  Terter, 
Khachin and Topgarabag channel are being run, and 
alongside the area border - Kura River. At distance of  3 km 
of  the area centre on the right side of  roadway Barda-Terter, 

each other, and the third Agala lake is located at distance of  
23 km of  Barda town. On the roadway of  Barda–Terter in 3 

taking medicinal baths. There is any more one of  source of  

preferentially is dry steppe and semi deserted. By forests, 
it was occupied 6856 hectares of  the land. In those woods 
there are grown such valuable types of  trees as plane tree, 
oak, garagaj, nut and others. Among animal world in the 

others. Among birds there are met - such as turaj, pheasant, 
geese, ducks and others. In hunting season, it is allowed 
to go on hare and some of  birds. There are conditions to 

• The population: 151,2 thousand  
• Territory: 960 sq.km
• Telephone code: 994 020

Baku-Barda-6 hours
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cities of  Azerbaijan. It is known 
from the beginning of  A.C., and 
since V century, it was capital of  
Caucasian Albania. There is legend 

had founded Barda. The majority 
of  Barda habitants were craftsmen, 
having been involved in pottery 
and glass blowing manufacturing. 
In Barda city there were produced 
splendid different types of  coloured 
fabrics, carpets, weapon, labour 
articles, marvellous ceramic dishes, 

gracious glass wineglasses, jugs, 
bowls and etc. The greatest poet 
Nizami sang of  Barda in its poem 
«Iskander-name». Barda from 
ancient times was famous for its 

«Achmayuma», «Shabalitbuta», 
«Khangarvand», «Barda» and not 

and «Zili».

The many-sided mausoleum of  
«Nushaba» (1322), the mausoleum 

centuries), the mausoleum of  
famous scientist Bahman Mirza 

tower, the bridge of  «Chokh gozlu 

centuries in Barda city; the octahedral 
mausoleum in Guloglular village; 

village; mosque of  Ugurbayli of  

Restaurants: Khan Chinar, Sahil, 
Ulduz, Soyug bulag, Serin, Yashil 
ada.
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Kelbajar region is located at Smaller Caucasus, in the 
western side of  the Republic. This land is famous for 

its mineral waters, natural resources and woods. It is the 
mountainous area, where the highest points are Jamishdag 

the main part of  the region. The region centre is Kelbajar 
city.There are a lot of  legends about place names of  

every summer had a rest in these places. The well-known 

Kelbajar has told: “Only the people, who are not walked 
on a valley of  Terterchay River, can be enraptured with 
Switzerland! Kelbajar is called like the second Gobustan 

Sarchali, etc rocky Mountains are called like “Brothers of  

thousand meters receive name of  Kelbajar rock paintings. 
Kelbajar is known by its medicinal high debit mineral sources, 
including famous spring Istisu. Istisu in translation means 
«hot water». There are 200 mineral springs on the territory 
of  the region. The rills of  Kelbajar are situated at Terterchay 

• The population: 88,3 thousand  
• Territory: 3005 sq.km

is under Armenian occupation 
since April 2, 1992 tourists are 
not recommended to enter 
the territory of  Kelbadjar and 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

-

-
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riverbanks at height of  2000–2400 
meters. The gold was mined here 
since ancient times. The gold mine 
Seyudlu-Zod is known for centuries. 
Geological prospecting survey 
worked in Seyudlu in 1970-80ies 
found an ancient mines, caves, wells 
and grains of  the mined in the old 
times gold as well as instruments of  
goldminers, like small scales that is 
a proof  of  the fact that gold was 
mined here 4-5 thousands years ago. 
Zar village in historical documents 
is called «Shakhrezar» that means 
gold city.The history of  Kelbadjar 
that is well known as a land of  
ashugs as well is traced back to the 

dated by III c. BC, hundreds of  
ancient caves, pottery found here 
and other material evidences are 

prominent historical monuments 
and 5 religious sanctuaries out of  
which the Khotavend sanctuary of  

A cave of  1000 meters deep was 
found here in 1980 by archeologists. 
The witnesses of  the old history are 
also sanctuaries and fortresses Lokk, 
Chomerd, Ulukhan, Galaboynu, 

district is under 

Ganjasar monastery (1238); 

Ganlikand village, a tower in Shaplar 
village, a tower (1284) and a temple 

Urak temple (1279) in Talysh village; 

in Gozlu village temple of  sacred 
Yagub (635) in Kolatag village; 

in Garahanchalli village etc.
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Agdam is located in the valley of  rivers Kura and Araz, 
at the Karabakh plateau close to mountains of  Lesser 

Caucasus at the altitude of  410-1365 meters above sea level. 

district. More that 1700 hectares are occupied by forests. In 

First time Agdam was mentioned in historical documents 
in 1357. There is a stone plate preserved at the ancient 
cemetery dated 1174 that informs that here was an ancient 

stone quarry in Shakhbulag settlement near Agdam where 

construction of  the fortress called Agdam (white roof).
Status of  the city Agdam received in 1828. There were only 

were 3 forges and 3 soap plants. At this time carpet weaving 

«Caucasus» wrote in 1882: «We can say that all Muslim 
women are engaged in carpet weaving. These sheds serve 
them as their houses». There is an information that here was 
weaved 1200 carpets and carpetings that were sold at the 
Agdam markets. The opening of  the winery in Muradbeyli 

• The population: 182 thousand  
• Territory: 1150 sq.km

23, 1992 the district is under 
Armenian occupation tourists 
are not recommended to enter 
the territory of  Agdam and 
Nagorno-Karabakh.  

-
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village by brothers Sogomonov in 
1853 was the beginning of  the wine-
making. In 1890 special equipment 
was delivered from abroad and a 
plant for production of  brandy was 
opened. Another winery in Agdam 
was opened by Khublarov brothers. 

Zildhiyev worked in Boyahmedli 

in Azerbaijan that started to 
grow cotton. Mainly aran (valley) 
villages were dealing with cotton. 
Beys dealt with cotton growing 

bey Khindiristanli later opened a 
ginnery and the factory on silkworm 
growing. At the territory of  
Agdam district among architectural 
monuments one can mention a 

mausoleum «Gutlu-son of  Musa» 

Kengerli village, two mausoleums 

Shakhbulag village. The Monument 
of  history is also a cave cut in 
the rock at the northern slope of  
Bozdag at the altitude of  300 m. 

the State of  Albania. The only in its 
kind a Museum of  Bread is located 

ancient world and middle ages are 
collected in the museum. There 

of  seeds, unique sorts of  grains, a 
lot of  valuable books, manuscripts, 
materials about husbandry, an 
ancient tools for farming: a plow, 
sickle simple and toothed, threshing 
board, hand mill and others.
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Shusha city – an ancient and picturesque city of  Azerbaijan, 
rich in unique mineral waters. Among them are Turshsu, 

Isa-bulag, Sakina-bulag, Isti-bulag, Soyug-bulag, Charikh-
bulag, Sahsi-bulag, Girh-bulag, Yuzbulag and others.

impregnable stronghold for defense of  Karabakh khanate 
from enemies. Many times this place had to defend itself  

At the time of  Russian – Iranian war small garrison of  
Shusha 40 days heroically held the line against Iranian army.

played a leading part in all spheres of  the life of  the country. 
Geographical situation and rapid development helped the 
city to be a center of  culture and science. First theatres, print 

were held here as well.
On the outskirts of  the town, close to very deep gorge 
there was a plateau called Racings Field. Steep stairs led to 

place was visited by everyone who came to this land.
Close to Shusha is located a small town Khankendi that 
was founded by Turkish tribes. It is impossible to list all 

• The population: 30,3 thousand  
• Territory: 290 sq.km

of  May, 1992 this area is under 
Armenian occupation tourists 
are not recommended to enter 
the territory of  Shusha and 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

-
-
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monuments of  architecture and art 
that were in Shusha – they were too 
many. Shusha is a native land of  

especially musicians, composers and 

often called a «conservatory of  

museums belonging to: poetess 

Uzeyir Gadjibeyli, singer Bul-Bul 
and others.

There is historico-architectural 

Shusha fortress (1750-1757), Walls of  

mosque Govkhar aga (1768-1769), 
mosque Ashagi Govkhar aga, a two-
storeyed caravan-shed (1888-1889), 

(a mosque and two inhabited houses 

shed of  «Khanlig Mukhtar», a 
caravan-shed Aga Gahraman, a 

Saatli mosque, Ganja gates, house 

house of  Chamanzaminli, houses 
of  Jahangirbay, Mamaybay, Mashadi 

century); madrasa, a caravan-serai of  
Safarov brothers, house of  Sadigjan, 
khan palace, mausoleum of  Vagif, 
house of  Bul-Bul, spring «Chol Gala» 

many other things. 
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Khojali is located in 14 km to north-east from Khankendi, 
on Shusha – Agdam highway at the altitude of  580 

meters above sea level and has an advantageous geographic 
location. In this district placed at the Shusha slope and at 
the foot of  the mountain were 57 villages. Soil is fertile here. 

This ancient settlement is located in the center of  Khojali 
- Gedabek cultural zone related to Bronze Age. The most 
ancient historical monument of  this area is a cemetery – 
Khojali burial ground that refers to the end of  Bronze 

1 to 15 meters of  height are preserved here. One can also 

left from ice age. In total there are more than 16 historical 
monuments and 6 sanctuaries in Khojali.
The fortress Askeran is also located here («asker» means 

walls of  the fortress are two meters thick and 5-6 meters 
of  height. For a long time it blocked the way for enemies 
to the center of  Karabakh khanate - Shusha. At the small 
place Yuhari Khanbagi on a way to Shusha some time 
ago was located very well known in the whole Caucasus 

• The population: 26,7 thousand  
• Territory: 970 sq.km

February 26, 1992 the district 
is under Armenian occupation 
tourists are not recommended 
to enter the territory of  Khojali 
and Nagorno-Karabakh.

-

-
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by its traditions and hospitality 
caravanserai Tanriverdi-kishi, with 
chayhana, music salon, barber shop. 

other cities of  Caucasus always 
stayed here.
Khojali was the second after Shusha 
settlement where only Azerbaijanis 
lived. In 1990 the settlement got a 
status of  city. The only airport in the 
region was also located in Khojali.
When the new stage of  Armenian 
separatism started in 1988 Khojali 

against Armenian occupation.

Round temple (1356-1357) and 

Khojali city; the Albanian temple 
(1100) in Chanakhchi village: the 
Albanian temple (905) in Shusha 
village; the Albanian temple (1122) 
in Khansikh village, the Albanian 
temple (1100) in Khachmas village, 
the Albanian temple (1202) in 
Armudlu village, stone statues of  
rams in Khojali village, Teymurlang 
tower, the Albanian temple of  «Yeddi 
kilsa» and others in Meshali village, 

century in Anabert village; medieval 
Girkhlar tower and the temple 

century in Asagaran settlement.
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The district that is located aside from highway Agdam 
- Fizuly and is placed in the valley at the foot of  the 

mountains at the altitude from 500 to 2725 meters above 
sea level.
Khojavend is famous by its grapes and green marble and is 
rich of  historical and architectural monuments.
At the territory of  the district are preserved: cave Taglar, 
fortress «Ritis», «Girmizi mebed» (Red sanctuary) in Turg 

temple in Taglar village (1241) and other monuments.
One of  the interesting constructions in Khojavend is an 
Amarass monastery in Sos village built in the beginning 
of  IV century. It was a cathedral of  Caucasian Albania for 
many centuries. A school was opened in the monastery in V 
century.

• The population: 42,2 thousand  
• Territory: 1460 sq.km 

October 2, 1992 the district is 
under Armenian occupation 
tourists are not recommended to 
enter the territory of  Khojavend 
and Nagorno-Karabakh.
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Jabrayil area is situated in the southeast of  the Caucasus 
and on the left bank of  the Araz River. The name of  

the area has been taken on behalf  of  Jabrayil, the central 
city of  area. And the name of  Jabrayil city is connected 
with the name of  Jabrayil which laid the foundation of  
this settlement. According to other version, the name of  
the city comes from Arabian word Jabrayil - an angel, «the 
servant of  Allah». This version is related with construction 
of  the bridge (V century B.C.) above the Araz river, named 
«Khudafarin Korpusu» («Thanks to Allah») and arrival of  

were «traces of  his horses» to this day. 

Mazra, Suleymanli villages.  

• The population: 73,3 thousand  
• Territory: 1050 sq.km

23, 1993 the district is under 
Armenian occupation tourists 
are not recommended to enter 
the territory of  Jabrayil and 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

-

-
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Not far away from the ruins os Garabag town (around 
of  Garasu and Araz Rivers) on the right Guruchay 

riverbank the Garabulag settlement was founded. Since 1956 
it has become a town and has been carrying name of  Fizuli 
– outstanding poet and thinker, originator of  Azerbaijan 
featured prose. On the territory of  Fizuli area there are the 

primitive human’s bone - Azikhantrop has been discovered 
in Azikh, lived at Azerbaijan lands 350 thousand years ago. 
It is not accidental that Garabag is the kernel and the center 
of  the Kur-Araz archeologic culture (IV-III thousand B.C.).

Caves of  Azikh and Taglar - sites of  the primitive person; 

• The population: 119,5 thousand  
• Territory: 1386 sq.km

August 23, 1993 the district is 
under Armenian occupation 
tourists are not recommended 
to enter the territory of  Fizuli 
and Nagorno-Karabakh.

-
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The dishes and sweets of  the 

enrichment of  Azerbaijan cuisine 
(Karabakh katasi, Barda nani etc.). 
Karabakh is the cradle of  Azerbaijan 
folk music, mugham and poetry. It 
is the native land of  a number of  
famous musicians, poets, writers and 
popular singers. 
«Kata» is a speciality of  the Garabag 
cuisine. The Garabag cuisine 
includes such meals as «govurma» 
made of  mutton and beef, gavly, 

-

-
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dolma, yakhni, bozbash, khash, 
kallapacha, sajichi, roasted offal, 
soups and different pilaus. Roasted 

in the Garabag cuisine. They are 
used in making khoshab, pilau, 
soup and meat dishes and served as 
dessert. Jad, gutab with meat, fasali, 
kata, shakarbura, pakhlava, guymag, 
halva, gurabiya, shorgogali, dovga, 
different kabab types etc. are cooked 
here. Garabag cuisine is also very 
rich in vegetable dishes and salads.
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